St. Francis of Assisi Parish BULLETIN WEEK 5/17/26
136 Saxer Avenue Springfield, PA 19064-2333
Telephone (610) 543-0848 FAX (610) 604-0283

My Dear Parishioners,

The Easter season we've been celebrating is drawing to a close. Everything has come full circle in
the life of Christ and He now returns to the Father back into the glory of heaven. The plan of
salvation that began in Bethlehem 33 years prior is now completed with Christ’s return to the
Father in glory. But the celebration of Christ’s Ascension back into heaven isn’t just about Christ
going up—It’s also about our Lord’s power coming down...coming down upon all of us. That’s why
we celebrate the sending of the Spirit, at Pentecost, just 10 days after our Lord returns to the
Father in the Ascension.

We can look back and see how the plan of God gradually, over those 33 years, came to glorious
fruition. Well, so many times in life, especially in the more difficult moments, it’s tough to see how
things fit into “the plan” for our lives. Rest assured our Lord has a plan for us, and He will not
abandon us along the way. As I'm working the program here at this “wellness center” (at least,
that’s what I call it anyway, it sounds more pleasant), I'll sit on the porch with my scattered
emotions and feelings and feel frustrated, but then I walk down the hallway to the chapel and bring
those things to prayer. I'm reminded that God has a plan for me...God has a plan for all of us, just
like the Father had a plan for his Son, and we are never abandoned along the way! I guess that’s
why I like these closing days of Easter where we celebrate the Ascension and Pentecost—things in
life gradually come to fruition and the Holy Spirit is always with us. Psalm 108 is a good one where
it says, “The LORD will work out His plans for my life—O LORD, Your love endures forever. Never
abandon me, for You have made me.” God started a good work when he created us and He will never
abandon us, for we are the very “work of His hands.”

Just one last quick thing. We are so grateful to Mrs. Madelyn McBride for her 30 years of service to
St. Francis as Coordinator of Religious Education. Mrs. McBride has a true servant heart—a
mindset of serving God and others with humility and compassion where she placed the needs of
others and this parish community over her own. The DRE has so many responsibilities here at the
parish and I was nervous about finding a replacement but, God is good, and we can formally
announce that Ms. Marykate Murphy will be our new Director of Religious Education beginning
July 1st. Mrs. McBride has been incredibly gracious in offering help in any way possible as Ms.
Murphy begins her role here at the parish. In the coming weeks, I'll ask Ms. Murphy to share a few
words in the bulletin so everyone can get to know her just a bit better. Welcome Marykate!

In Christ,
Rov. Matthuw - Thaliss

+ Fr. Matthew Tralies, Pastor



