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For Information regarding Upcoming 

Funerals & Services, 

Please visit our Parish Website at 

www.sfaparish.org  

and click on… 
 

 

 
 

Interested in having your child 

Baptized here at St. Francis?  

Please email us at: 
BaptismsSFA@gmail.com 

 
To inquire about scheduling your Wedding 

Ceremony here at St. Francis,  

please contact our Parish Wedding 

Assistant, Joan Kane at 

ParishWeddingsSFA@gmail.com 
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Fourth Sunday of easter 

 
Sunday, April 26, 2026 

 7:30AM  Vincent DeSantis 

9:30AM  Marad Hassin 

11:30AM  Debbie Brookshire 

Monday, April 27, 2026 

8:00AM  Nancy Stewart 

Tuesday, April 28, 2026 

8:00AM  Thomas Saunders 

Wednesday, April 29, 2026 

8:00AM  Aimee C. Ellis 
ADORATION (Following 8AM Mass through 7PMHoly Hour) 

Thursday, April 30, 2026 

8:00AM  Martin Deeney 

Friday, May 1, 2026 

8:00AM  Kathleen Fahey 

Saturday, May 2, 2026 

8:00AM  Kathleen Fahey 

3:00PM Confessions 

4:00PM For the People of the Parish 

Sunday, May 3, 2026 

7:30AM Patrick Mulhern, Jr. (5th Ann.) 

9:30AM  Jean Horan 

11:30AM  Stephen Tirney 
 

 

†REMEMBER ALL THOSE WHO HAVE DIED†   

Especially Francis McHugh 
May they rest in God’s peace and may their families be comforted. 

 

 

 

 

         MEMORIAL FOR APRIL 2026 

Bread & Wine  

The Algeo Family 

 
 

THE SANCTUARY CANDLE 

This candle burns to remind us of the sacramental 

presence of Jesus Christ. For the week of April 26th, 

the candle will burn in memory of Matt McKeon as 

requested by the McDevitt Family. 

 

 

My Dear Parishioners, 

I’ve been reading a book lately about the Catholic view of  

suffering and in that book, it says: 

It takes courage to be disappointed in oneself without  

becoming discouraged about oneself…being disappointed  

with oneself can become a corrective that is highly profitable  

to the soul. God does not ask for perfect works but an  

infinite desire to become better and move in a God-ward  

direction. 

That quote has stayed with me because I am certainly  

disappointed on how I was slipping with sobriety, but I  

refuse to become discouraged because I have, once again,  

regained that sobriety and I never want to give it up again.  

I fell into the trap of thinking that after hitting the “reset”  

button and abstaining for a good period of time, I could  

return to a more moderate enjoyment of some drinks here  

and there. I was a fool. Right in the Big Book of AA it warns  

against how typical this type of thinking is amongst problem  

drinkers and says it is nothing more than a delusion that has  

to be smashed.  

For most folks, enjoying some drinks with family, friends 

and co-workers creates a spirit of joyous companionship and 

a slight reprieve from the cares and worries of everyday life. 

I envy those who are able to do that, but it just isn’t the case, 

any longer, for me, that delusion ended when I sought help 

on March 18th. I am currently at a wellness center for priests 

and religious sisters who are working through their various 

disappointments but refuse to become discouraged.  

But, like that above quote says, I will not become 

discouraged. For all of us, no matter what the struggle may 

be, discouragement is a weapon of the Evil One, used to 

weaken faith, diminish our hope and lead us to believe 

things will never be different. Things can be different! I was 

at an AA Meeting the other night and I received a coin for 

hitting the 30-day mark in my sobriety. I never thought that 

would have been possible just two months ago!  

I think and pray for everyone at St. Francis every single day. 

All of you have been so kind to me and its painful to be 

separated from everyone right now. I cannot wait to return—

that very thought keeps me going as I reflect on all the 

blessings and good people the Lord has placed in my life. 

Also, Fr. McKee has been incredible, along with our 

deacons and all the staff—they truly are a gift, and they too, 

have been so patient.  

My apologies I did not write this letter to all of you sooner, 

but I felt like it would have been a bit of a “downer” to write 

such a letter on Palm Sunday weekend or around the joyous 

celebration of Easter.  

Enjoy the weekend and please say a prayer for me and be 

assured all of you are in my prayers as well. One last quote, I 

promise! This is a simple quote that one of the guys here 

shared with me…I wrote it down and have been praying 

about what it means as we journey through the battles of life. 

The quote says, “The resurrection of Christ changed 

everything and yet His wounds were still there after He rose 

from the grave.” 

In Christ, 

 
+ Fr. Matthew Tralies, Pastor 
 



 
Joseph Aiello, Connie Bailey, Christine Barlam, Emily  

Belfie, Gerald Berry, Natalie Berry, Jeannie Brattini, Glenn  

Brown, Sue Buchkajian, Peggy Burke, Joe Calabrese, Lynda  

Capuzi, Michael Caruso, Jack Coleman, Kathleen Coleman,  

Andrew Colona, Michael Costa, Tommy Debany, Andy  

DeBernardi, Carole DeBernardi, Thomas DeVito, Maria  

DiGiacinto, Anthony Fatica, Ann Farren, Evan Farrington,  

Dennis Fiore, Daniel Flood, Marie Florio,Ron Fraatz, Kevin  

Fries, Kathy Fritz, Steve Gaal, Joseph P. Giuffre, Jr., Deacon  

Joe Gousie, Joe Gowen, Lincoln Hanson, Gerald Hart, Evelyn  

Hillier, Jan Hoagland, Lauren Holden, Daniel Joy, Lee Kirts,  

Cathy Klingensmith, Kathy Kubovsak, Arthur LeTourneau,  

Ann Lowry, Brian Marandola, Joe Mastalski, Fran McCarry,  

Denise McCoach, Shealyn Mencel, Milligan Family, 15 y/o  

Ethan Monroe, Sue Ann Morrone, Tom O’Leary, Sr, Donna  

Patton, John Neil Rieder, Inger Sexton, Betty Sgrignoli, Aja  

Siddons, Peggy Taggart,  Rosemarie Weisenbach, Robert A.  

Whelan, Jr., Paul Zahner and Tom Zane. 
               For Our St. Francis of Assisi Parish Community 
 If you have someone you would like prayed for, OR have REMOVED  

from prayer list, please email Joan Curtis at sfabulletin@hotmail.com  

or call the Rectory at 610-543-0848.  

 

BREAKING OPEN THE WORD 
 Fourth Sunday of Easter ~ April 26th, 2026 

 
Acts 2: 14a, 36-41 

Peter’s listeners have been moved by his testimony, and they ask  

what they can do. Peter instructs them to repent and be baptized,  

and he assures them that the promise of the Holy Spirit is for them.   

Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three  

thousand persons were added that day. In this story we see that a  

human being, Peter, shares his faith, and then God acts to convert  

the hearts of those around him. Have you ever experienced this?  

Can you imagine yourself being like Peter, even in a small way?   

Make a plan to try it. 

1 Peter 2:20b-25 
Peter tells us that suffering is transformed in Jesus. Have you ever  

experienced suffering? Do you know someone who suffers? How  

can remembering the suffering of Jesus help us and give us  

strength? 

John 10:1-10 
The Gospel takes the metaphor of the shepherd in a surprising  

direction.  Not only is Jesus the shepherd who guards the sheep, he  

is the gate by which the sheep enter into the sheepfold. Jesus says  

that there are good shepherds and bad shepherds. Are there good  

shepherds today? False shepherds? What are they? Which are you  

following right now?                                                               

 

ST. VINCENT de PAUL SOCIETY 

If anyone is in need of assistance with utility bills,  

or other bills, or in need of food, or, if you know 

of someone who needs help, call 610-212-4932 

and someone from the St. Vincent will call you. 

If you are in need of a ride to a doctor or test appointment,  

please call the Rectory 610-543-0848 and someone from the  

St. Vincent de Paul Society will call you back to coordinate a  

ride for you.  
 

 
Join St. Francis of Assisi Parish for a One-Day Patriotic 

Tour of Philadelphia for Our Nation’s 250TH Anniversary. 
Third Date Offered: May 11TH (other 2 dates sold out) 

Cost: $110 Per Person. Seats assigned on first paid basis. 
To Reserve your seat call Maria Santone 610-745-0820 

(Leave your Full Name and Phone Number) 
 

 
St. Francis of Assisi School is seeking a 4th grade teacher for  

the 2026-27 academic year. The position includes the support  

of an experienced grade-level partner. Qualified and  

interested candidates are encouraged to submit a resume to  

our School Principal, Mrs. Nicole Hamilton, at  

 nhamilton@sfachool.com. Thank you! 
 

SFA Students excel at Cardinal O’Hara High School 

Our parish recently received notification of the performance  

of our high school students on the end of the 3rd quarter  

report.  We are particularly proud of those who  

demonstrated academic excellence. Students who have  

achieved first honors include: Allison Lorenz ’26, Kayleigh  

McGowan ’26, Luke Alfonsi ’27, Sean Peterson ’27, Helana  

Babcock ’29, Emily Lorenz ’29, Olivia Oakes ’29, Andrew  

Peterson ’29, Molly Travers ’29. 
 

Students who have achieved second honors include: Ava  

Lucas ’26, Charles McCallen ’27,  Jack Travea ’28, Colman  

McCallen ’29. 
 

 

SFA Students excel at Bonner/Prendie High School 

Our parish recently received notification of the performance  

of our high school students for the third quarter of the 2025- 

26 school year. We are particularly proud of those students 

who have demonstrated academic excellence. 

Congratulations to Jack Coleman, Class of 2027, Nicholas  

Ferraiolo, Class of 2028, and Robert Iorio, Class of 2028 who  

all received First Honors.  
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ST. FRANCIS IN ACTION!! 
St. Francis of Assisi Parish in Springfield PA seeks to emulate 

our patron saint in service to others.  We seek to encounter 

people in need through a variety of offerings that provide us  

with the opportunity to be Christ like and to meet Christ in  

those we serve. 

 
 

 

St John’s Hospice- is a men’s homeless shelter and also serves 
meals to homeless men. The collection is next weekend, May 2nd 
& 3rd.  Contact Cathy and Mark Kenney at cfkenney@verizon.net 
if you wish to drop off items at our home or for further 
information about the ministry.  

CASSEROLES FOR ST. JOHN’S HOSPICE 

Casserole recipes and containers are available in the Church  
vestibule, and in the rectory during regular business hours.  
Prepared Casseroles can be dropped off in the Rectory’s  
Basement freezer during business hours of operation.  
Casseroles may also be dropped off at Cathy Kenney’s house  
(in cooler by the front door). Please Call or email Cathy in  
advance to arrange for drop off.  610-812-6018 
cfkenney@verizon.net.  Pickup can also be arranged.   
St John’s Hospice- Donations needed are:  breakfast items  
(cereal, breakfast bars, coffee, tea, juice), personal care  
items (hand sanitizer, bath soap, shampoo, toothbrushes,  
toothpaste, lotion, lip balm and shaving items) and  
new/gently used men clothes.  Items can be left in the  
church entranceways/vestibule on collection weekends  
once a month. Contact Cathy and Mark Kenney at  
cfkenney@verizon.net if you wish to drop off items at our  
home or for further information about the ministry. 
 

CARING FOR FRIENDS (CFF) 

ATTENTION COOKS: OUR FREEZER IS GETTING LOW AGAIN. 
PLEASE HELP US FILL IT UP AND FEED OUR FRIENDS! 
“Caring for Friends” is a non-profit organization that provides  
meals to the homebound. Prepared meals should be dropped off  
in the Rectory’s Basement freezer during business hours of  
operation. Use Rectory Entrance off the back parking lot. Meal  
tins are also located in the basement by the freezer and in the  
Church vestibule. If you are interested in the ministry or have  
any questions, please contact Cheryl Monkman (610)574-5541  
or Jill Hoffner (610)733-1593. 
 

 
“PRO-LIFE” LINES” 

Crisis Pregnancy Resource hotline: 610-626-4006. 

Rachel’s Vineyard Post-Abortion healing: 877-HOPE-4-ME 

www.rachelsvineyard.org.  

A Baby’s Breath 24-hour hotline: 484-571-5540.   

www.ababysbreath.org. 

Amnion Pregnancy Care Center: 610-622-9957 

 www.amnionpregnancycenter.com 

Mother’s Home: 610-583-HOME, www.mothershome.org . 

Pro-Life Union of Delaware County: 610-789-LIFE.  

 
 

GOD BLESS ALL WHO SERVE OUR COUNTRY 

 
Michael Armellini        Cale Amador   John Michael Bartivic 

Christopher Baxter       Colin Butler       Jonathan Butterfield 

Davidson Cox        Thomas Cresta   Anthony DelVecchio 

Timothy Drabyak          Mike Froeter              Owen Galligan 

Kevin Geiger             Jon Hylton               Jacob Johnson 

Aidan Jones         Matthew Jones     Matthew Kauffman 

Connor Lyons           Dan Marchini      Timothy McCanns 

Shawn McConaghy     Bill McDermott       Emma McDonald 

James McDonald      Nicholas McDonald       Mia McDonald 

Francis McGrail            Daniel McLee     Nicholas Peranteau 

Stephen Peranteau        Ronan Plummer              Peter Quinn 

Katherine Rieder        Patrick J. Ryan, Jr.        Joseph Spence 

Chase Stewart           Jesse Stewart   Sean Sweeney 

Skip Turner         Weston Hayes       Brendan Moerman 

Michael McGarvey           Daniel LeTourneau 
Let us pray for those who SERVE and PROTECT… 

Dear Heavenly Father, we lift our sailors, soldiers, marines,  

airmen, coast guard and families into Your loving care. Protect  

our Nation from all that is evil. Guide our way through these  

difficult times. We ask this through Christ Our Lord. Amen. 
 

THE DELCO CATHOLIC PARISH BOOK CLUB 

 
The Delco Catholic Parish Book Club April meeting is  

scheduled for Wednesday, April 29th at 7:00pm in the Holy  

Cross Parish Center. If you would like to join the meeting or  

would like more information, please contact Terry Price  

at 610.506.6449 or via email at termprice@verizon.net. 

Our April reading: Everything You Wanted to Know About  

Heaven: But Never Dreamed of Asking – by Peter Kreeft 

 

SAINT FRANCIS OVER 50 CLUB 

 
The next meeting is Thursday, April 30th. Our  

entertainment will be “Ed Mills”. Tickets will be on sale  

for the “Year End Luncheon” which is June 11th. The  

doors to Leonard Hall (Gym) open at 12:30pm and the  

meeting starts at 1:15pm. 

Casino Trips:  Resorts Casino 5/13, 6/10, 7/8, & 8/12.  

Cost is $35 with  return of $15 in slot play. Bus leaves at  

10am from the St. Kevin parking lot (200 W. Sproul Road).  

Park in spaces adjacent to the Springfield Country Club.  

Call Joe Gowen at 610-739-8146.  

Membership to our Club is open to the entire community.  

Anyone who is 50 years of age or older may join the Club  

regardless of sex, religion, or race. For Membership info,  

call Cathy Randazzo at 610-389-5225. 
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To Host the Pilgrim Queen Statue in your home for one week  
(Sunday to Sunday), call Roseann Squitiere at 610-328-0635 to 
reserve your week and Be Blessed by Our Lady and Our Lord.  

 

WEEKLY DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET 
Join us Wednesday mornings immediately following the 8AM  
Mass in front of the Sacred Heart statue in Church for the  
recitation of the Divine Mercy Chaplet. Weather Permitting! 

 

HOLY ROSARY 
Please consider joining us at 7:30AM as we pray the Holy 

Rosary Weekdays and Saturdays before the 8AM Mass 
and Friday evenings at 7PM in Church. 

 

 
Join us as we pray the Novena of the Flame of Love of the  
Immaculate Heart of Mary Wednesdays at 1:30PM in Church.   
       

Our Lady, Queen of Peace Presidium Legion of Mary 

 
The Saint Francis Chapter of the Legion of Mary (Our Lady,  
Queen of Peace Praesidium) invites you to become an active or  
auxiliary member of Mary’s Legion. Active members attend a  
weekly meeting and commit to doing two hours of work each  
week for Mary and her Son.  Auxiliary members pray the Legion  
prayers daily for the intentions of our Blessed Mother.  
Our Legion meets on Monday afternoons at 1:30 P.M. in the  
Rectory Chapel.  We invite you to join us to learn more about  
our work.  For information, call Gus McClay at 610-209- 0579.  

 

 

 
 
 

 
SCRIP sales are held in the gym from 9:30–11:00am every Sunday  

(except holidays). If you have any questions, please contact  
Deb Peterson or Amy Foran at sfascripsales@gmail.com  
call 484-432-1472 or: https://www.sfaschool.com/scrip/ 

 

 
One of the requirements to coach or volunteer with any school or CYO 

program is Virtus. Completion of this Class is a necessary step and 
required to obtain your clearances. Visit: www.virtusonline.org 

 

BE ENCOURAGED: CATHOLIC SUPPORT FOR MENTAL 

HEALTH WEBSITE 

 www.archphila.org/support.   

Resources to assist with healing, accompaniment and  

flourishing. The Archdiocese of Philadelphia has launched a  

website with resources to support those who are experiencing  

mental health struggles and those who love them. The website  

offers links to find Catholic clinicians, local crisis response  

phone numbers and ministries that can assist with recovery  

and healing. In addition, there are tools to help parishes,  

schools and institutions cultivate a deeper awareness of and  

responsiveness to these realities, suffered by so many. Visit  

the Be Encouraged website at www.archphila.org/support  
 

 HOPE IN CHRIST:  

SPIRITUAL SUPPORT FOR ADDICTIONS 

Seeking solace and spiritual support in the journey towards  

recovery? Many local parishes are offering ways to  

experience Christ’s extended hand of love and mercy in your  

time of need. Find Catholic resources for addiction for you or  

your loved one at www.archphila.org/hope 

Also available for support is Faith-based drug rehab website: 

www.AddictionCenter.com/Treatment/Faith-Based-Drug-and-

Alcohol-Rehab 
 

THE CALIX SOCIETY “A.A. restores your health and  

keeps you from an early grave. Calix saves your soul and puts  

you on the road to heaven.” - William J. Montroy, a founder  

of the Calix Society. Are you in a 12-step recovery program?  

Do you have family or friends in recovery? Tell them about  

The Calix Society! We meet the last Saturday of every  

month at St. Francis of Assisi after the 4:00pm Mass in the  

Church Library/basement. For more information about the  

Calix Society please visit www.calixsociety.org. You can also  

contact Ken Johnston at 215-327-3236 or  

ken@notsaintsyet.org. For more info about our meeting at  

SFA: please contact Luke LeTourneau at 610-986-6660. 
 

PRAYER TO FOLLOW JESUS THE GOOD SHEPHERD  

Gentle Jesus, compassionate and caring Good Shepherd, help  

me to follow You faithfully. Strengthen me daily with Your  

love, and guide me along life’s paths. 

Keep me free from every evil, protect me from sickness and 

danger, and lead me to serve You with all my mind and heart 

and soul. Hear my needs and grant me petitions, especially 

these intentions important to me at this time: 

{Mention your petitions here} 

Bless me each day with peace of mind and heart. May I 

experience Your saving power in my daily life, as I await the 

fullness of life and joy with You forever. Amen.              4-175  
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MY Swan Song 
 
In June of 1996, my husband and I received both a sorrow and a gift. 
 
My husband, Bill McBride, who grew up on Powell Road, was diagnosed with Multiple Myeloma, a 
bone cancer.  He suffered tremendously, which caused him to leave his job as a financial analyst 
with G.E. 
 
At the same time, I was finishing up my 20th year as a Catholic school teacher. My present 
administration was concerned that I would not be able to take on the following year of teaching 
because of the daily care my husband needed both at home and in the hospital. They suggested I 
take a year leave of absence. 
 
But God had other plans.  He opened a wonderful door which has been opened for the past 30 
years here at SFA and that was, calling me to come to this parish to coordinate the religious 
education for the children, teens, and adults. I would not be in a classroom each day having to get 
substitutes often. I would be in a ministry with a pastor, Father Riccio, other pastors to follow, 
rectory staff and parishioners who supported me during the two and a half years of my husband’s 
illness and passing away in 1999 and still to this day. 
 
I have enjoyed this God-given ministry of planning Baptisms, First Reconciliations, First 
Eucharists, Confirmations, Adult Faith Formation and Evangelization programs and journeying 
with teens in TEENS I.N.C., and Life Teen. And to top it off, I was blessed to accompany many 
adults both young and older who were called by Jesus to seek initiation or full communion in the 
Catholic church.  Of course, I didn’t minister alone.  God sent many parishioners to assist me 
during the planning and the celebrating of these great encounters with Christ and sacramental 
moments. 
 
It has been a wonderful 30 years here at SFA making memories of always sharing the bumper 
sticker found on my office cabinet: NO JESUS, NO PEACE, KNOW JESUS, KNOW PEACE. 
 
My final day of ministry will be June 30th…Yes I am retiring. I will continue to see you all in church 
as I am also a parishioner. 
 
God bless. 
Sincerely, 
Madelyn McBride 
 

 

 

 
  



 
  



 


