Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time ~ September 7, 2025

Whoever does not carry his own
cross and come after me cannot
be my disciple.

Luke 14:27

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
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Rev. Matthew J. Tralies ~ Pastor Rev. Henry J. McKee ~ In Residence
Deacon W. Timothy Baxter Deacon James J. McGonigal

For Information regarding Upcoming
Funerals & Services,
Please visit our Parish Website at

Interested in having your child To inquire about scheduling your Wedding www.sfaparish.org
Baptized here at St. Francis? Ceremony here at St. Francis, and click on...
Please contact Joan Curtis at the please contact our Parish Wedding
Rectory 610-543-0848 or email us at: Assistant, Joan Kane at
BaptismsSFA@gmail.com ParishWeddingsSFA@gmail.com

3 When God created grandparents the world was
@ <= & truly blessed with all the special joys that make a
& family happiest-...

ﬁ For grandparents know how to do the things that
warm a heart, they touch our lives with loving care
right from the start...
They show that they believe in us and all we're
dreaming of ... 2
When God created grandparents, He blessed our
lives with love. I
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23RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

LUKE 14:25-35

THE COST OF BEING
. JESUS’ DISCIPLE

Sunday, September 7, 2025
7:30AM Thomas Smolik
9:30AM William T. Ford
11:30AM Kathleen Bruns

Monday, September 8, 2025

8:00AM Ryan Patrick Howarth

Tuesday, September 9, 2025

8:00AM Ed Carroll
Wednesday, September 10, 2025

8:00AM Ruth Implazo
ADORATION (Following 8AM Mass through 7PM Holy Hour)

Thursday, September 11, 2025
8:00AM Michael Hoey
Friday, September 12, 2025
8:00AM Theresa St. Leger
Saturday, September 13, 2025
8:00AM Laura De Quinque
3:00PM Confessions
4:00PM For the People of the Parish
Sunday, September 14, 2025
7:30AM Cathleen (Kitty) Adams
9:30AM Mary D. Leitner
11:30AM Patricia Noone Bonner

asfon’s. Conner
‘&M

My Dear Parishioners,

Summer is wrapping up and I think the old saying that “Days
can be long, but the years are short” rings true. I hope that
even in some of the more mundane days of summer, you’re
able to look back and see little memories being made—the
little things that our Lord gives us to appreciate our time in
this world. I was happy that Fr. Eugene was able to come back
and visit us this summer. The rectory is a big old building and
sometimes is just feels a little bit empty, so I truly appreciate
Fr. Eugene’s help and his presence here at St. Francis. I also
don’t know what I would do without the help and presence of
Fr. McKee either, we have been truly blessed here at St.
Francis. I wasn’t too sure that Fr. Eugene was going to be
able to be with us this summer because he was picked to
become a member of the Vatican Diplomatic Corps; he is now
scheduled to go to Paraguay beginning pretty soon. Members
of the Vatican Diplomatic Corps are basically foreign
ambassadors who represent the Vatican in nearly 184 nations
around the world--it’s a huge honor. Delco deserves its own
Vatican diplomat, but we’ll have to talk to Pope Leo about
that one! I’ll miss having Fr. Eugene here, but he knows he is
always welcome back at our parish; all of you have been so
kind and welcoming to him. On the weekend of the 13" and
14™ of September, I would like to take up a second
collection for his personal needs as he makes his way to
Paraguay, as he is on his own financially for the first year of
his diplomatic service and that can make things tough.
Everyone was so kind to Fr. Bosco, and I know everyone
would be kind to Fr. Eugene. Next week, I’ll give a fuller
update about the parish but rest assured, certain things might
be a challenge, but they are good!

In Christ,

Rv. ‘Matthew 3- Thalua
+ Fr. Matthew Tralies

tREMEMBER ALL THOSE WHO HAVE DIED¥
May they rest in God'’s peace and may their families be comforted.

MEMORIAL FOR SEPTEMBER
Bread and Wine

John “Jack” Braconnier

THE SANCTUARY CANDLE
>~ This candle burns to remind us of the sacramental
’E‘: presence of Jesus Christ. For the week of September
t

7%, the candle will burn in memory of Joseph P.
Calabrese as requested by Daniel Herron.

SFA School Rebuild

For Periodic Updates on the progress

of the SFA School Rebuild, visit

"Events & News" at www.sfaschool.com.

I Drayer

Christine Barlam, Emily Belfie, Gerald Berry, Natalie Berry,
Jeannie Brattini, Kate Scattergood Briggs, Joe Calabrese,
Jack Coleman, Michael Costa, Tommy Debany, Thomas
DeVito, Maria DiGiacinto, Dina DiSilvestro, Ann Farren,
Evan Farrington, Dennis Fiore, Ron Fraatz, Kevin Fries,
Kathy Fritz, Steve Gaal, Frank Gorgone, Dolores Govannicci,
Joe Gowen, 6 month old Evelyn Hillier, Lauren Holden,
Daniel Joy, Arthur LeTourneau, Ann Mahon, Brian
Marandola, Joe Mastalski, Shealyn Mencel, Bay Ragni,
Al Randazzo, Inger Sexton, Betty Sgrignoli, Chris Strawley
and Rosemarie Weisenbach.

For Our St. Francis of Assisi Parish Community
If you have someone you would like prayed for, OR have REMOVED
from prayer list, please email Joan Curtis at sfabulletin@hotmail.com or

call the Rectory at 610-543-0848. PLEASE NOTE: the names on the sick
list will be removed after one month, unless otherwise requested.
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Weekly Comparison Financial Report

9/02/2024

Sunday Envelopes ~ $9,026.24

Electronic Giving ~ $6,258.94
$15,285.18
8/31/2025

Sunday Envelopes ~ $11,764.10

Electronic Giving ~ $6,516.16
$18,280.26

__,/'//\\'k

SFA HOME & SCHOOL ASS0CIATION

FALL MUMo
o> JALE

Decorate your home for the fall season all while supporting
the SFA Home and School Association!

Visit https://sfaschool.com/fall-mums-sale to order your
mums today. Mums are 9 inches and are available in
several colors! See page 5 for physical order form!
Order deadline is Monday, September 22. Pick-up will take
place in the SFA school parking lot on Wednesday, October
1 from 3:30 PM — 6:30 PM.

TRIP TO THE NATIONAL CENTRE FOR
PADRE PIO ~BARTO, PA

-

OCTOBER 14, 2025

Visiting Capuchin Friars from San Giovanni Rotondo, Italy,
Padre Pio’s Friary for 50 years, will be bringing a full-size
authentic habit worn by St. Pio. 10:30AM Mass will be
celebrated by Bishop Schlert; There will also be an Italian
Mass celebrated at 2PM. Cost: $60 per person which is due
by September 30%. Checks can be made out to “Maria
Santone”. Send to Maria Santone, Legion of Mary, 136 Saxer
Avenue, Springfield, Pa 19064.

The Bus departs from St. Kevin Parking Lot. Be there by
8:15AM—bus leaves at 8:30AM SHARP. For more info, call
Maria Santone at 610-745-0820. This trip benefits: Padre Pio
Shrine and St. Francis School Rebuilding Fund.

@ RaiseRight

SCRIP sales are held in the gym from 9:30-11:00am every Sunday
(except holidays). If you have any questions,
please contact Deb Peterson or Amy Foran at sfascripsales@gmail.com
call 484-432-1472 or: https://www.sfaschool.com/scrip/

ST. VINCENT de PAUL SOCIETY
If anyone is in need of assistance with utility
bills, or other bills, or in need of food, or, if
you know of someone who needs help, call
610-212-4932 and someone from the St.
Vincent will call you.
RIDE FOR MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS
The St. Vincent de Paul Society is in desperate need of
volunteers to drive folks to doctor appointments. If you
are able to help out, call Pat Brown at 610-328-9831.

If you are in need of a ride to a doctor or test appointment,
please call the Rectory 610-543-0848 and someone from the
St. Vincent de Paul Society will call you back to coordinate
a ride for you.

FOOD COLLECTION
The St. Vincent de Paul Society is wishes to thank
all who support our work with food donations,
grocery store gift cards, and monetary donations.
Our struggling neighbors benefit greatly because
of your sacrifices. Qur monthly Food Collection will resume
on the 2" Sunday of September, September 14", Items
mostly needed are cereal, pasta, spaghetti sauce, tuna fish,
peanut butter & jelly, and canned soup. Thank you for your
generosity!!

BREAKING OPEN THE WORD

234 Sunday in Ordinary Time ~ September 7, 2025
Wisdom 9: 13-18b

“...scarce do we guess the things on earth...but when things
are in heaven, who can search them out?”
Think of the many times you ‘got it s-0-0-0-0 wrong’ in life.
Like when you chose the completely wrong path at a crucial
juncture in your life. Or selected the worst course of action when
engaged in a disagreement? These are very human, very visible,
right-in-front-of-you situations. If you and I stumble and fumble
around here with earthly matters, how inept are we when it comes
to spiritual matters of the heavenly realm? Might it make sense
to seek to rely on a Higher Power for help in matters of eternal
importance?

Philemon 1-21
“..I am sending him, that is, my own heart, back to you....”
How hard is it for you to share? Even the simple, insignificant
things? Like that last piece of delicious cake? Now think of
something and\or someone near and dear to your heart. How
tough is it to share in those cases? That is what Paul did when he
sent Onesimus back to the Christian community. In what ways
can you follow this example and make personal sacrifices for the
greater good of a community?

Luke 14:25-33
“...Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after me
cannot be my disciple....”
Do you constantly wish away difficulties and detours that come
into your life? Sadly, I engage far too often in this practice.
However, 1 have found that the best approach is to accept the
cross. Humble myself and ask God for help as well as
enlightenment. While the problem does not always go away nor
does an issue get fully resolved what happens is that I am blessed
with the holy trinity of a) peace of mind, b) strength of soul and
¢) a calm heart that comes with an enlightenment I would have

never gained if not for this cross.
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Catholic Charities Appeal 2025

RITIES
APRITIES 45

G &,
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Please consider helping those in most need
In the Greater Philadelphia Area.

If you have not yet made your donation,
Please prayerfully consider doing so now!
Visit:
hitps://www.catholiccharitiesappeal.org/
We thank all who have made their
2025 donation to Catholic Charities.

CRring L fage TO ALL 2025

THE THREE PARISH BOOK CLUB

The Three Parish Book Club will hold its next meeting on
Wednesday, September 24th at 7:00pm in the Holy Cross Parish |
Center. If you would like to join the meeting or would like more |
information, please contact Terry Price at 610.506.6449 or via email |
at termprice(@verizon.net.

September Reading: 33 Days to Eucharistic Glory by

Matthew Kelly.

APROGRAM AND SERVICE OF
THE NATIONAL CATHOLIC RISK RETENTION GROUP, INC.

TVIRTUSOndine

One of the requirements to coach or volunteer with any school or
CYO program, is Virtus. Completion of this Class is a necessary
step and required to obtain your clearances.

Visit: www.virtusonline.org

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI’S CYO FALL SPORTS

St. Francis of Assisi CYO Fall Sports Register NOW! We’re
excited to kick off another great season of CYO sports! This fall,
we’re offering:

*Cheerleading: Girls, Grades 1-8

*Cross Country: Co-Ed, Grades K-8

*Flag Football: Boys, Grades 14

*Football (Pads): Boys, Grades 48

*Soccer: Co-Ed, Grades 5-8

*Volleyball: Girls, Grades 5-8
To register, please visit www.sfabruins.org
For questions, please contact our Athletic Director, Tom Rutledge,
at trutledge@sfabruins.org

An Invitation for All Women...

“She Shall Be Called Woman” is a transformative journey designed
to meet the deepest longings of the feminine heart. Our program is a
sanctuary for women seeking to be truly seen, known, and loved, as
they grow in their relationship with the Lord. Through vibrant
conversations, authentic speakers, and enriching prayer experiences,
we equip you with the tools to embark on a profound spiritual
journey.
Join us for food, fellowship, and faith; Saturday mornings
8:30am in the Parish Library. Beginning September 13,
Register using the link or QR Code below....
Or call Jen Lorenz 610-333-3011 to register!
https://programs.paradisusdei.org/join/A9C132

ST. FRANCIS IN ACTION!!
St. Francis of Assisi Parish in Springfield PA seeks to emulate
our patron saint in service to others. We seek to encounter
people in need through a variety of offerings that provide us with
the opportunity to be Christ like and to meet Christ in those we
serve.

CASSEROLES FOR ST. JOHN’S HOSPICE
Casseroles can be dropped off in the Rectory Basement
freezer during regular business hours: Mon. ~ Thurs.
8:30am-3:30pm. (Closed 12N-1pm for lunch) Friday
8:30am-11:30am. Access to the Rectory basement freezer on
weekends can be arranged by request. Contact Cathy Kenney
610-812-6018. Casserole recipes and containers are available
in the Church vestibule, and in the rectory during regular
business hours. Casseroles may also be dropped off at Cathy’s
house (in cooler by the front door). Please email Cathy at
cfkenney@verizon.net in advance, to make arrangements for
drop off. Pickup can also be arranged.

CARING FOR FRIENDS (CFF)

Prepared meals for Caring for Friends should be dropped off
at St. Francis of Assisi Rectory during NORMAL BUSINESS
HOURS. The Freezer is located in the Rectory basement
(ENTER THROUGH BACK DOOR OF THE RECTORY).
To Drop off on weekends or off hours contact Jill Hoffner or
Cheryl Monkman. Meal tins are located in the SFA rectory
(during regular business hours) and the vestibule of the
church. If you are interested in this ministry or have any
questions, please contact Cheryl Monkman (610)574-5541
or Jill Hoffner (610)733-1593.

The Corner

Brought to you by your Evangelization Team

This week we observe the Feast of the Nativity of the
Blessed Virgin Mary and the Feast of The Most Holy Name
of Mary. Do you know the meaning of the name Mary?
“Miryam” is a genuine Hebrew name, and tra

nslates as “lady”

or “sovereign.” This underlines her significance in relation to
her Son’s sovereign authority. Thus, when we refer to Mary
as Our Lady, just as we refer to Jesus as Our Lord, we
acknowledge her power, seek her assistance, and place
ourselves under her protective care.
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Jesus, protect and save the unbom

Americans should not be forced to pay for the killing of preborn
children or fund the clinics that kill them. We will invoke the
intercession of St. Joseph, Defender of Life with this prayer:
Dearest St. Joseph, at the word of an angel, you lovingly took Mary
into your home. As God’s humble servant, you guided the Holy
Family on the road to Bethlehem, welcomed Jesus as your own son
in the shelter of a manger, and fled far from your homeland for the
safety of both Mother and Child. We praise God that as their
faithful protector, you never hesitated to sacrifice for those
entrusted to you. May your example inspire us also to welcome,
cherish, and safeguard God’s most precious gift of life. Help us to
faithfully commit ourselves to the service and defense of human
life —especially where it is vulnerable or threatened. Obtain for us
the grace to do the will of God in all things. Amen.
We ask Catholics to offer this prayer daily, from now until October
1, the beginning of Respect Life Month. Free online and print
versions of the prayer can be found at www.respectlife.org/prayer-
to-st-joseph Thank you for responding to this invitation to pray and
for your support in protecting innocent children and their vulnerable
mothers from the evil of abortion.

St. Joseph, Defender of Life, pray for us!

DELCO PARISHES PRO-LIFE MEETING

Please join us for the first of our new season of Pro-Life Meetings
on Wednesday, September 17, at 7 PM at St. Francis of Assisi
Parish in Springfield in the Rectory basement Conference Room.
Entrance is from the parking lot and down the outside steps.
Upcoming events:

PA March for Life in Harrisburg on Monday, September 22, Rally
at 11 AM, March at 12 noon.

Delco Life Chain on Sunday, October 5, at 1 PM along Baltimore
Pike in Springfield

Pray for an end to abortion. Jesus, protect and save the unborn.

“PRO-LIFE” LINES”

Crisis Pregnancy Resource hotline: 610-626-4006.

Rachel’s Vineyard Post-Abortion healing: 877-HOPE-4-ME
www.rachelsvineyard.org.

A Baby’s Breath 24-hour hotline: 484-571-5540.
www.ababysbreath.org.

Amnion Pregnancy Care Center: 610-622-9957
WWWw.amnionpregnancycenter.com

Mother’s Home: 610-583-HOME, www.mothershome.org .
Pro-Life Union of Delaware County: 610-789-LIFE.

GOD BLESS ALL WHO SERVE OUR COUNTRY

“Deliver me
from my enemies,
O my God; protect me
o = fromthose who

eSS rise up against me."
= Paalmgpt

Michael Armellini Cale Amador John Michael Bartivic
Christopher Baxter =~ Colin Butler ~ Jonathan Butterfield
Davidson Cox Thomas Cresta Anthony DelVecchio
Timothy Drabyak Mike Froeter Owen Galligan
Kevin Geiger Jon Hylton Jacob Johnson

Aidan Jones Matthew Jones Matthew Kauffman
Connor Lyons Dan Marchini  Timothy McCanns
Shawn McConaghy  Bill McDermott =~ Emma McDonald
James McDonald Nicholas McDonald Michael McGarvey
Francis McGrail Daniel McLee Nicholas Peranteau
Stephen Peranteau Ronan Plummer Peter Quinn
Katherine Rieder Patrick J. Ryan, Jr. Joseph Spence
Chase Stewart Jesse Stewart Sean Sweeney
Skip Turner Weston Hayes

Let us pray for those who SERVE and PROTECT...

Dear Heavenly Father, we lift our sailors, soldiers, marines,
airmen, coast guard and families into Your loving care. Protect
our Nation from all that is evil. Guide our way through these
difficult times. We ask this through Christ Our Lord. Amen.

SAINT FRANCIS OVER 50 CLUB

Our meetings will resume on Thursday, September 11. This is
our Open House Meeting. Tickets for “Hoagie Day”, October 23,
will be on sale. The doors to Leonard Hall (gym) open at
12:30pm and the meeting starts at 1:15pm. REMINDER: Casino
trip is Wednesday, September 10, Bus leaves at 10am.

Casino Trips: Resorts Casino 9/10 and 10/8. Cost is $35
with return of $15 in slot play. Bus leaves at 10am from the
St. Kevin parking lot (200 W. Sproul Road). Park in spaces
adjacent to the Springfield Country Club. Call Joe Gowen at
610-739-8146.

Membership to our Club is open to the entire community.
Anyone who is 50 years of age or older may join the Club
regardless of sex, religion, or race. For Membership info, call
Cathy Randazzo at 610-389-5225.

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP

A Bereavement Support Group will be offered for 8 consecutive
Tuesday evenings beginning September 16, from 7:00-
8:30pm, for adults who have experienced the loss of a loved one.
The program will be held on the 1st floor of St. Bernadette’s
Wright Center, located on Harper Ave. between the Church and
the Parish School in Drexel Hill, Pa. Parking is available in the
adjacent parking lot. No matter how long it has been since your
loss or losses, unattended grief may linger and cause other
problems, including health, social, and spiritual difficulties. The
program is facilitated by George Salloom, a retired healthcare
social worker, hospice volunteer, a member of Old Haverford
Friends Meeting and the Havertown Ministerium. The program
is non-denominational and there is no fee. For more
info/registration contact George Salloom at 610-306-0252 or
email georgesalloom@hotmail.com

HOPE IN CHRIST:

SPIRITUAL SUPPORT FOR ADDICTIONS
Seeking solace and spiritual support in the journey towards
recovery? Many local parishes are offering ways to
experience Christ's extended hand of love and mercy in your
time of need. Find Catholic resources for addiction for you or
your loved one at www.archphila.org/hope
Also available for support is Faith-based drug rehab website:
www.AddictionCenter.com/Treatment/Faith-Based-Drug-and-Alcohol-Rehab

PRAYER FOR THE FEAST OF THE NATIVITY OF MARY
Dearest Mother Mary, your conception was immaculate and
your birth glorious. You were conceived without sin, born
without sin, and remained sinless throughout your life. In
Heaven, you radiate the beauty and splendor of God and will
do so for all eternity. Please pray for me, that I will more fully
imitate your many virtues, so that I can be a fitting instrument
of your divine Son in the world. Mother Mary, pray for me.
Jesus, I trust in You.
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ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISIHOME & SCHOOL ASSOCIATION

MUMS FUNDRAISER

-

Decorate your home for the fall season while supporting the SFA Home &
School Association! Mums are 9-inches and available in several colors.

COST: $13 each

ORDER DEADLINE: Monday September 22, 2025
ORDER PICK UP: Wednesday October 1, 2025

3:30PM- 6:30PM

SFA Church Parking Lot
PAYMENT: Send into school with your child
Drop off at Rectory
Name:
Address:
Phone:
Email:
Payment:
COLOR QUANTITY
Red
Orange
Yellow
White
Pink/Purple

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
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