First Sunday of Advent ~ November 30, 2025
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For Information regarding Upcoming
Funerals & Services,
Please visit our Parish Website at

Interested in having your child To inquire about scheduling your Wedding www.sfaparish.org
Baptized here at St. Francis? Ceremony here at St. Francis, and click on...

Please contact Joan Curtis at the please contact our Parish Wedding
Rectory 610-543-0848 or email us at: Assistant, Joan Kane at Wiotices
BaptismsSFA@gmail.com ParishWeddingsSFA@gmail.com e

“Saint Andrew Christmas Novena”
Simply called the “Christmas Novena?”,
itis prayed 15 times every day from the Feast of Saint
Andrew the Apostle (November 30) until Christmas Day.

“Hail and blessed be the hour and the moment in which the
Son of God was born of the most pure Virgin Mary,
at midnight, in Bethlehem, in the piercing cold.
In that hour, vouchsafe, I beseech Thee, O my God, to hear
my prayer and grant my desires through the merits of
Our Savior Jesus Christ, and of His blessed Mother.” Amen
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THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

First Sunday of

iyert

Sunday, November 30, 2025
7:30AM John and Mary Ferrill (Living)
9:30AM Allison Carroll
11:30AM Deacon Art McGuire
Monday, December 1, 2025
8:00AM Anthony C. Venini
Tuesday, December 2, 2025
8:00AM Marie O’Brien
Wednesday, December 3, 2025

8:00AM Martin and Shirley Schwarzman
NO ADORATION ~ Only Holy Hour at 7PM

Thursday, December 4, 2025
8:00AM Casalnova Family
Friday, December 5, 2025

8:00AM Dolores DePaul (4™ Ann.)

Saturday, December 6, 2025

8:00AM Gene Hoey
3:00PM Confessions
4:00PM For the People of the Parish
Sunday, December 7, 2025
7:30AM Augustine, Charlotte,
and Thomas Smolik
9:30AM Joanna Edgar
11:30AM David Urbanski

Bomanmbor N
I Proyer

Christine Barlam, Emily Belfie, Gerald Berry, Natalie Berry,
Jeannie Brattini, Peggy Burke, Joe Calabrese, Jack Coleman,
Kathleen Coleman, Michael Costa, Tommy Debany, Thomas
DeVito, Maria DiGiacinto, Dina DiSilvestro, Ann Farren,
Evan Farrington, Dennis Fiore, Daniel Flood, , Ron Fraatz,
Kevin Fries, Kathy Fritz, Steve Gaal, Joseph P. Giuffre, Jr.,
Deacon Joe Gousie, Joe Gowen, Lincoln Hanson, 6 month old
Evelyn Hillier, Jan Hoagland, Lauren Holden, Daniel Joy,
Arthur LeTourneau, Ann Lowry, Brian Marandola, Joe
Mastalski, Denise McCoach, Shealyn Mencel, The Milligan
Family, Donna Patton, Donna Pawloski, Al Randazzo,
Jack Redding, Inger Sexton, Betty Sgrignoli, Chris Strawley,
Peggy Taggart, Rosemarie Weisenbach, and Tom Zane.

For Our St. Francis of Assisi Parish Community
If you have someone you would like prayed for, OR have REMOVED
from prayer list, please email Joan Curtis at sfabulletin@hotmail.com or

call the Rectory at 610-543-0848. PLEASE NOTE: the names on the sick
list will be removed after one month, unless otherwise requested.

ILLUMINATE
A Guided Advent Journal for Prayver and Meditation

Embark on an Advent Journey through
Darkness to the Light of Christ
Illuminate leads you on a four-week journey through
darkness to light. Beginning with the prologue of St. John’s

Gospel, he reveals the profound hope in the Word made
flesh, the sacred mystery of the Incarnation.
Join us in a small group study Wednesdays: 6:30-7:30PM
November 26, December 3, 10, 17
SFA Upper School First Floor

+tREMEMBER ALL THOSE WHO HAVE DIED+
Especially Marie Elaina Florio, Bay Ragni,
Margherita Cappabianca Amplo, and Francis Icavone
May they rest in God'’s peace and may their families be comforted.

MEMORIAL FOR NOVEMBER

Bread and Wine
“In Appreciation for Healing”

THE SANCTUARY CANDLE
2= This candle burns to remind us of the sacramental
14|~ presence of Jesus Christ. For the week of November
h;‘ 30th, the candle will burn in memory of Joan Corr
as requested by her friend Mary Rieder.

The St. Vincent de Paul Society would like to thank
everyone who contributed to the Turkey Drive. Your
generosity was overwhelming! Because of you, many
struggling families will truly enjoy a Happy Thanksgiving!!
God bless you.

ATTENTION PARISHIONERS
Justareminder that there is NO ADORATION during the
month of December. Holy Hour will continue at 7PM,
though, with the exception of Christmas Eve and New
Year’s Eve (No Adoration or Holy Hour).
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BREAKING OPEN THE WORD
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT - NOVEMBER 30, 2025

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Isaiah 2: 1-5

Advent means “arrival.” It is a season of preparation and
movement. Christians awaiting Christ’s arrival are alert and
in motion. In the First Reading Isaiah speaks of whole
communities streaming in eagerness to the Lord’s mountain.
They are filled with inspiration, eager to find out about
God’s ways. What portions of this poetic passage speak to
you personally? What portions seem most inspiring for us as
a community of faith? Why? What is your reaction to the
radical promise of peace of which Isaiah speaks?

Romans 13: 11-14
“...it is the hour now for you to awake from sleep...” “But
put on the Lord Jesus Christ and make no provisions for the
desires of the flesh.” What practices can you incorporate into
your daily routine of waking and dressing this Advent to
remind you to “put on Christ” and “walk in the light”?

Matthew 24: 37-44
The Gospel summons us to readiness at every moment, in
and out of season. Vigilance actively prepares us to receive
Christ in our midst, both at the moment of his miraculous
birth and on the certain but unpredictable day of his return.
Jesus uses the story of Noah to affirm to the people that God
is still acting, and that the Lord’s coming is real. Have you
ever procrastinated? What do you tend to put off for another
day? What does it mean to you to be ready for the arrival of
the Son of Man?

Catholic Charities Appeal 2025

The 2025 Appeal is winding down.

The Appeal runs through the end of the year.
If you have not yet made your donation,
Please prayerfully consider doing so now!
Visit:
hitps://www.catholiccharitiesappeal.org/
We thank all who have made their
2025 donation to Catholic Charities.

(ovring Sfope TO ALL 2025

The Giving Tree
\ | 4

Once again, we have adopted 21 families from St. Martin de
Porres parish in North Philadelphia for our parish Christmas
giving. Please take a tag from the tree and purchase a gift
for the name specified on the ornament. Please wrap the gift
and tape the tag securely on the package. We have also
included tags suggesting gift certificates to a supermarket,
Kohls, Target, Walmart or Amazon. Place the gift under the
tree after any Mass. The last day to return your present is
Friday, December 19th.

=

Individuals, couples, and families are asked to call the
rectory if they wish to be part of the delivery of the gifts on
Sunday, December 21st. We will meet in the parish library
at 8:15AM to finish organizing the gifts. We will leave at
8:30AM to join Father Wilfred Emeh and his parish for their
10:00AM gospel choir Mass. Participants are asked to bring
a gallon of orange juice and a dozen donuts.

610-543-0848 Ex. 118

SAINT FRANCIS OVER 50 CLUB

¥ DECEVIBER.

*®

There is no meeting on December 11", We will be holding
our “Christmas Luncheon” at Anthony’s in Springfield
on December 11", Entertainment “Calvin Pressley” (DJ).
Casino Trips: Resorts Casino 12/10,1/7,2/11 & 3/11. Cost
is $35 with return of $15 in slot play. Bus leaves at 10am
from the St. Kevin parking lot (200 W. Sproul Road). Park in
spaces adjacent to the Springfield Country Club. Call Joe
Gowen at 610-739-8146.

Membership to our Club is open to the entire community.
Anyone who is 50 years of age or older may join the Club
regardless of sex, religion, or race. For Membership info, call
Cathy Randazzo at 610-389-5225.

SFA CYO is the recipient of the United Way under the Honor
Option Plan. Your donation supports our activities for youth of our
parish. If you wish to support the CYO, please indicate:

CYO/ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI/SPRINGFIELD #7046 SFA CYO
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AWAITING HIS PRESENCE WITH HOPE

Friday, December 12 + 7 to 9 PM
in St. Francis Hall at St. Mary Magdalen

Guest speaker Susan Middieton
and her husband Brian started the

’ ughter, Their
"Think Hope: Maria Midd
Unytedding Trust in God® was recently

by Ascension Press

ST. VINCENT de PAUL SOCIETY

If anyone is in need of assistance with utility
bills, or other bills, or in need of food, or, if
you know of someone who needs help, call
610-212-4932 and someone from the St.
Vincent will call you.

If you are in need of a ride to a doctor or test appointment,
please call the Rectory 610-543-0848 and someone from the
St. Vincent de Paul Society will call you back to coordinate
a ride for you.

The Corner

Brought to you by your Evangelization Team

Advent is a time of preparation. Yes, we prepare many ways
for the Christmas season, but even more, we prepare for the
arrival of Jesus Christ, our salvation born into a lowly manger.
It is not just a time to “get through,” but a time to get ready.
Take some time each day to slow down and breathe a prayer
of thanks to God our Father. Prepare not just your homes and
your gift list. In gratitude, remember The Church that Jesus
established and prepare to open your heart to the His love and
mercy.

ST. FRANCIS IN ACTION!!
St. Francis of Assisi Parish in Springfield PA seeks to emulate
our patron saint in service to others. We seek to encounter
people in need through a variety of offerings that provide us with
the opportunity to be Christ like and to meet Christ in those we
serve.

Ministry
to the

sanr JODRN’S

HOSPICE

Homeless

St John’s Hospice- is a men’s homeless shelter and also
serves meals to homeless men. The collection is this weekend,
November 29" & 30%. Contact Cathy and Mark Kenney at
ctkenney@verizon.net if you wish to drop off items at our
home or for further information about the ministry.

CASSEROLES FOR ST. JOHN’S HOSPICE
Casseroles can be dropped off in the Rectory Basement
freezer during regular business hours: Mon. ~ Thurs.
8:30am-3:30pm. (Closed 12N-1pm for lunch) Friday
8:30am-11:30am. Access to the Rectory basement freezer on
weekends can be arranged by request. Contact Cathy Kenney
610-812-6018. Casserole recipes and containers are available
in the Church vestibule, and in the rectory during regular
business hours. Casseroles may also be dropped off at Cathy’s
house (in cooler by the front door). Please email Cathy at
cfkenney@verizon.net in advance, to make arrangements for
drop off. Pickup can also be arranged.

CARING FOR FRIENDS (CFF)
Prepared meals for Caring for Friends should be dropped off

at St. Francis of Assisi Rectory during NORMAL BUSINESS
HOURS. The Freezer is located in the Rectory basement
(ENTER THROUGH BACK DOOR OF THE RECTORY).
To Drop off on weekends or off hours contact Jill Hoffner or
Cheryl Monkman. Meal tins are located in the SFA rectory
(during regular business hours) and the vestibule of the
church. If you are interested in this ministry or have any
questions, please contact Cheryl Monkman (610)574-5541
or Jill Hoffner (610)733-1593.

THE DELCO CATHOLIC PARISH BOOK CLUB

(ﬁ (( —

The Delco Catholic Parish Book Club will hold its next
meeting on Wednesday, December 3™ at 7:00pm in the
Holy Cross Parish Center. If you would like to join the
meeting or would like more information, please contact Terry
Price at 610.506.6449 or via email at termprice@verizon.net.
November reading: The Miraculous Medal: Pendant of
Power by Christine Watkins.

~ BOOK

CLUB .

T = L
|
|
|
|
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SAVE THE DATE

Safurday, Javwanyy 31, 2026

GET READY TO BEAT THE
WINTER BLUES!

BRUINS BASH

WITH LIVE MUSIC FROM
SOUTHERN
:0s

HOSTED BY ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI
HOME & SCHOOL ASSOCIATION AND CYO

GOD BLESS ALL WHO SERVE OUR COUNTRY

Michael Armellini Cale Amador John Michael Bartivic
Christopher Baxter =~ Colin Butler ~ Jonathan Butterfield
Davidson Cox Thomas Cresta Anthony DelVecchio
Timothy Drabyak Mike Froeter Owen Galligan
Kevin Geiger Jon Hylton Jacob Johnson
Aidan Jones Matthew Jones Matthew Kauffman
Connor Lyons Dan Marchini ~ Timothy McCanns
Shawn McConaghy Bill McDermott ~ Emma McDonald
James McDonald Nicholas McDonald Michael McGarvey
Francis McGrail Daniel McLee Nicholas Peranteau
Stephen Peranteau Ronan Plummer Peter Quinn
Katherine Rieder Patrick J. Ryan, Jr. Joseph Spence
Chase Stewart Jesse Stewart Sean Sweeney
Skip Turner Weston Hayes Brendan Moerman
Let us pray for those who SERVE and PROTECT...

Dear Heavenly Father, we lift our sailors, soldiers, marines,
airmen, coast guard and families into Your loving care. Protect
our Nation from all that is evil. Guide our way through these
difficult times. We ask this through Christ Our Lord. Amen.

B ot

Jesus, protect and save the unborn.

“PRO-LIFE” LINES”

Crisis Pregnancy Resource hotline: 610-626-4006.

Rachel’s Vineyard Post-Abortion healing: 877-HOPE-4-ME
www.rachelsvineyard.org.

A Baby’s Breath 24-hour hotline: 484-571-5540.
www.ababysbreath.org.

Amnion Pregnancy Care Center: 610-622-9957
WWwWw.amnionpregnancycenter.com

Mother’s Home: 610-583-HOME, www.mothershome.org .
Pro-Life Union of Delaware County: 610-789-LIFE.

STUDENTS EXCEL AT

CARDINAL O’HARA HIGH SCHOOL
Our parish recently received notification of the performance
of our high school students on the end of the 1% quarter
report. We are particularly proud of those who
demonstrated academic excellence.

Students who have achieved first honors include:
Allison Lorenz 26, Kayleigh McGowan 26, Luke Alfonsi
’27, Charles McCallen 27, Helana Babcock 29,
Emily Lorenz *29, and Molly Travers *29.

Students who have achieved second honors include:
Sean Peterson ’27, Michael McGowan ’28, Jack Travea 28,
Colman McCallen 29, Olivia Oakes ’29, and
Andrew Peterson ’29.

MASS OF HEALING with prayer and praise. Prayer teams are
available for praying over individuals after Mass. December 5, First
Friday, at 6:45 pm at Our Lady of Fatima, 1 Fatima Drive, Secane,
PA with Rev. Roland Slobogin. More information: Call Beverly 610-
853-3688 or Liz 610-348-5025 or http://www.archphilaccr.org
ANNUAL CEMETERY BLANKET/DOOR WREATH SALE
Holy Cross Knights of Columbus #15482 are holding their
annual sale ending on Sunday, 12/14/2025. The price this year
is $36 per Blanket and/or Door Wreath. To order call/text
Andy Grajek at 610-761-9020 and leave your name, phone
number and the amount you are ordering. You can also
contact us by e-mail at andygrad44@yahoo.com and we can
send you a form. Make checks payable to "Holy Cross K.O.C.
#15482". Mail checks to : Andy Grajek, 492 Indian Rock Dr,
Springfield, Pa 19064. Pay by Venmo is also available at :
Andy-Grajek-1. Blankets/Wreaths available for pick up on
Saturday, 12/20, 8am until 11am.

"MAIN LINE SINGLES DINNER CLUB. (AGES 52-69)
Catholic men & women are cordially invited to join "The Main Line
Singles Dinner Club", to share common interests & dine together
usually 2 times a month or once every 3 weeks. Our next scheduled
event is (Sun.) December 7, a "Pre-Christmas Restaurant Event" @
the new Ombra BYOB Italian Restaurant,@ 5:30 P.M., located @ 5
Brookline Blvd., Havertown, PA 19083. More info call Barb (610)
896-6542. MEMO: 1 DO NOT TEXT!

(ve
EficAL

ALL ARE INVITED!!! Come let your heart be soothed and
experience the peace and serenity of our Parish Holy Hour on

Wednesdays at 7pm in the Church. If you have questions or wish
to volunteer and help reach out, please contact Rob Longo
(Rob@LiveVertical.org) or Luke LeTourneau

(Luke@LiveVertical.org) or call 610-986-6660. For more info,
visit: www.livevertical.org
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Our Lady, Queen of Peace Presidium Legion of Mary

A
‘Y Legion of Mary
4

The Saint Francis Chapter of the Legion of Mary (Our Lady,
Queen of Peace Praesidium) invites you to become an
active or auxiliary member of Mary’s Legion. Active
members attend a weekly meeting and commit to doing
two hours of work each week for Mary and her Son.
Auxiliary members pray the Legion prayers daily for the
intentions of our Blessed Mother. Our Legion meets on
Monday afternoons at 1:30 P.M. in the Rectory Chapel.
We invite you to join us to learn more about our work. For
information, call Gus McClay at 610 544-7223.

WEEKLY DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET
Please join us Wednesday mornings immediately following the 8AM
Mass in front of the Sacred Heart statue in Church for the recitation
of the Divine Mercy Chaplet.

ST FRANCIS PARISH MEN’S GROUP

' -’.Menzs Hy

Parish Men’s Group meets every Saturday morning virtually from
6:45~8:00AM to share the desire to follow Jesus more closely by
being better husbands, fathers, grandfathers, leaders,
followers, sons, and friends. All are welcome to join us! Please
call in at 6:45AM at 646-558-8656 Meeting ID: 738 611 2876
Passcode: 111501.

@ RaiseRight
SCRIP sales are held in the gym from 9:30-11:00am every Sunday
(except holidays). If you have any questions,
please contact Deb Peterson or Amy Foran at sfascripsales@gmail.com
call 484-432-1472 or: https://www.sfaschool.com/scrip/

JANUARY 23-25, 2026, HOLY SPIRIT RETREAT —
Malvern Retreat St Joseph in the Hills. The theme for 2026 is
“Come into My Eucharistic Presence and be filled with the fruits
of Love and Mercy.” To the Men of St Francis of Assisi, have
you ever considered attending a Malvern Retreat, but never
attended?? If you have, the Holy Spirit Retreat may be the perfect
opportunity for you and the Parish School. Come join us January
23-25. The cost for the Retreat is $290.00, and we will
donate $100.00 to the St Francis School Rebuild Project in your
name. Email with any questions. Carlo
Borgia - cgb58@yverizon.net .

WOMEN OF HOPE (formerly known as Dominican Women)
Retreat: March 20-22, 2026. Come to Malvern Retreat House to
renew and refresh, while strengthening your relationship with our
Lord. Take time and share in the company of other women who
seek more for their faith lives. The theme is “Come into My
Eucharistic Presence and be filled with the Fruits of Love and
Mercy.” We are pleased to have Bishop Joseph Coffey as our
retreat director. Celebrate Mass in the first Archdiocesan Shrine
dedicated to Saint Carlo Acutis, the first millennial saint of the
youth. Conferences, time for reconciliation, Stations of the Cross
and Rosary will be part of the weekend. The cost is $290 and a
$75 deposit minimum is requested to secure your spot. To
register, call 610 644-0400 or visit www.malvernretreat.com.
THE CALIX SOCIETY “A.A. restores your health and keeps
you from an early grave. Calix saves your soul and puts you on
the road to heaven.” — William J. Montroy, We meet the last
Saturday of every month at St. Francis of Assisi after the
4:00pm Mass in the Church Library/basement. For more
information about the Calix Society please visit
www.calixsociety.org. You can also contact Ken Johnston at
215-327-3236 or ken@notsaintsyet.org. For more info about our
meeting at SFA: please contact Luke LeTourneau at 610-986-
6660.

Springfield and Morton Residents age 60+
Join us at Springfield High School for an
Open House on Thursday, December 11, 4:00 to 5:30 pm,
which will include the following:

* Registration for the Gold Pass Academy classes.
* A guided tour of the high school, led by members of the

Springfield High School National Honor Society.

* Light refreshments.
Classes offered during the winter session starting on
January 15, 2026, from 4:00 to 5:30pm:
Winter 2026
Learning to Crochet
Baking with the Cougars
American Sign Language Golden Choral (Chorus)
Golden Pages Book Club
Murder She Wrote (Forensic Science) Chair Yoga
Decade By Decade: Let’s Reminisce and Chat
To sign up for the Open House contact Beth Brady at (610)
938-6004 or Beth.Brady@ssdcougars.org.
You can also visit our website at www.ssdcougars.org for
more info. Go to the Community tab and click Gold Pass.

HOLY ROSARY
Please consider joining us at 7:30am as we pray the Holy
Rosary Weekdays and Saturdays before the 8:00am Mass and
Friday evenings at 7PM in Church.

$ FLAME'
F LOVE
e Aeeppory

Join us as we pray the Novena of the Flame of Love of the
Immaculate Heart of Mary Wednesdays at 1:30PM in Church.

ADVERTISER OF THE WEEK
We salute the advertisers in our bulletin. This week we thank
HART ELECTRIC
610-328-3622 Residential/Commercial—24 hr. emergency service

Please consider using our advertisers’ services and tell them you saw their ad in our bulletin.

PRAYER FOR FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Lord Jesus, Master of both the light and the darkness, send
Your Holy Spirit upon our preparations for Christmas.
We who have so much to do and seek quiet spaces to hear Your
voice each day,
We who are anxious over many things look forward to Your
coming among Uus.
We who are blessed in so many ways long for the complete joy
of Your kingdom.
We whose hearts are heavy seek the joy of Your presence.
We are Your people, walking in darkness, yet seeking the light.
To You we say, "Come Lord Jesus!" Amen.
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