Second Sunday of Advent ~ December 7, 2025
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“Enhanced Stewardship through Electronic Funds Transfer”
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and follow the easy steps to register.
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THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

The Second Slinday
of Advent

e

Sunday, December 7, 2025
7:30AM Augustine, Charlotte,
and Thomas Smolik
9:30AM Joanna Edgar
11:30AM David Urbanski
Immaculate Conception, December 8, 2025
7:00AM Mollie Peranteau
10:00AM Patty Frost Cinko
7:00PM Frank and Darlene Fries
Tuesday, December 9, 2025
8:00AM Carlo DiFabio
Wednesday, December 10, 2025
8:00AM Marie Hoey
NO ADORATION ~ Only Holy Hour at 7PM
Thursday, December 11, 2025
8:00AM Janet Brunone
Friday, December 12, 2025
8:00AM Catherine Witt (1% Ann.)
Saturday, December 13, 2025
8:00AM Denise McCauley (4" Ann.)
3:00PM Confessions
4:00PM For the People of the Parish
Sunday, December 14, 2025
7:30AM Thomas and Elizabeth McCallum
And Max and Hilda K. Girshick
9:30AM Laura Joan O’Donnell
11:30AM Janet Bolinger Doherty and
Robert W. Bolinger, Sr.

Ponanbor [
I Proyer

Christine Barlam, Emily Belfie, Gerald Berry, Natalie Berry,
Jeannie Brattini, Peggy Burke, Joe Calabrese, Jack Coleman,
Kathleen Coleman, Michael Costa, Tommy Debany, Thomas
DeVito, Maria DiGiacinto, Dina DiSilvestro, Ann Farren,
Evan Farrington, Dennis Fiore, Daniel Flood, Marie Florio,
Ron Fraatz, Kevin Fries, Kathy Fritz, Steve Gaal, Joseph P.
Giuffre, Jr., Deacon Joe Gousie, Joe Gowen, Lincoln Hanson,
6-month-old Evelyn Hillier, Jan Hoagland, Lauren Holden,
Daniel Joy, Cathy Klingensmith, Arthur LeTourneau,
Ann Lowry, Brian Marandola, Joe Mastalski, Denise
McCoach, Shealyn Mencel, The Milligan Family, Donna
Patton, Donna Pawloski, Al Randazzo, Jack Redding, Inger
Sexton, Betty Sgrignoli, Chris Strawley, Peggy Taggart,
Rosemarie Weisenbach, and Tom Zane.

For Our St. Francis of Assisi Parish Community
If you have someone you would like prayed for, OR have REMOVED
from prayer list, please email Joan Curtis at sfabulletin@hotmail.com or

call the Rectory at 610-543-0848. PLEASE NOTE: the names on the sick
list will be removed after one month, unless otherwise requested.

St Francis of Assisi

Join us for the...

"2025 Christmas Tableau”
St. Francis of Assisi Church
Thursday, December 18th ~ 7:00 ~9:00 PM

Live Performance by the St. Francis of Assisi School Students

All Are Welcome!!

tREMEMBER ALL THOSE WHO HAVE DIED¥
Especially Anna Marie Williams, Matt McKeon,
and Kathy Slater
May they rest in God'’s peace and may their families be comforted.

MEMORIAL FOR DECEMBER

Bread and Wine
The Hoagland and Debany Families

THE SANCTUARY CANDLE
j This candle burns to remind us of the sacramental
it

w21 presence of Jesus Christ. For the week of December
7th, the candle will burn in memory of Jack

Braconnier, Sr. as requested by the Galligan Family.

Weekly Comparison Financial Report

12/3/2024

Sunday Envelopes ~ $11,075.24

Electronic Giving ~ $5,011.00
$16,086.24
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11/30/2025

Sunday Envelopes ~ $11,106.25

Electronic Giving ~ $6,697.01

$17,803.26
Rectory Office
~ Closed ~
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BREAKING OPEN THE WORD
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT - DECEMBER 7, 2025

1-1 . Second Sunday of
| ‘”

|
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Isaiah 11: 1-10
Look at the beginning of the reading from Isaiah and reflect
on the gifts of the Spirit he recounts. Can you grow this
Advent season in understanding? In knowledge? What actions
will you take to do this each day?
Romans 15: 4-9

In the second reading St. Paul highlights gifts of endurance
and encouragement. The gift of encouragement is not just for
oneself but for the strengthening of others. Today, he reminds
us that Scripture can equip us to bear with and lift one another
up in difficult times. Who is in need of encouragement in
your life right now? What Scripture can you share with them
to lift them up.

Matthew 3: 1-12
Notice that some of the people who are coming to John are
not really sincere. He challenges them. He tells them to show
that they have truly repented by producing “good fruit.” Why
is it important not just to ask for forgiveness, but show that
we have changed our hearts and our behavior?

ATTENTION PARISHIONERS
Just a reminder that there is NO ADORATION following 8AM
Mass during the month of December. 7PM Holy Hour will
continue with the exception of Christmas Eve and New
Year’s Eve (No Adoration or Holy Hour).

SAINT FRANCIS OVER 50 CLUB
* *x 3
. ¥

Christmas
Luncheon :

On this Thursday, December 11", we are holding our
“Christmas Luncheon” at Anthony’s in Springfield. Tickets are
required. Entertainment “Calvin Pressley” (DJ). REMINDER:
Casino trip Wednesday, December 10, Bus leaves at 10AM.
Casino Trips: Resorts Casino 1/7,2/11 & 3/11. Cost is $35
with return of $15 in slot play. Bus leaves at 10am from the
St. Kevin parking lot (200 W. Sproul Road). Park in spaces
adjacent to the Springfield Country Club. Call Joe Gowen at
610-739-8146.

Membership to our Club is open to the entire community.
Anyone who is 50 years of age or older may join the Club
regardless of sex, religion, or race. For Membership info,
call Cathy Randazzo at 610-389-5225.

\
~

The Glving Tree

Once again, we have adopted 21 families from St. Martin de
Porres parish in North Philadelphia for our parish Christmas
giving. Please take a tag from the tree and purchase a gift
for the name specified on the ornament. Please wrap the gift
and tape the tag securely on the package. We have also
included tags suggesting gift certificates to a supermarket,
Kohls, Target, Walmart or Amazon. Place the gift under the
tree after any Mass. The last day to return your present is
Friday, December 19th.

Individuals, couples, and families are asked to call the
rectory if they wish to be part of the delivery of the gifts on
Sunday, December 21st. We will meet in the parish library
at 8:15AM to finish organizing the gifts. We will leave at
8:30AM to join Father Wilfred Emeh and his parish for their
10:00AM gospel choir Mass. Participants are asked to bring
a gallon of orange juice and a dozen donuts.

610-543-0848 Ex. 118

DVENT

AWAITING HIS PRESENCE WITH HOPE

Friday, December 12 * 7 to 9 PM
in St. Francis Hall at St. Mary Magdalen
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ST. FRANCIS IN ACTION!!
St. Francis of Assisi Parish in Springfield PA seeks to emulate
our patron saint in service to others. We seek to encounter
people in need through a variety of offerings that provide us with
the opportunity to be Christ like and to meet Christ in those we
serve.

#*%%x UPCOMING CITY TEAM EVENT *#**
St. Francis in Action (SFA) will be assisting City Team in
Chester with packing Christmas toys and food boxes for
families in need. We have chosen 2 days to volunteer.
Packing will be held at 3 Mt. Pleasant Rd., Aston, PA 19014.
Tuesday December 16, 1-3PM for packing.
Saturday December 20, 9-2PM for delivery of boxes.
As always we will offer car-pooling from our parish for
those interested.

You may volunteer as a driver or passenger.
(No one travels alone.)To volunteer please Sign-in to their
website: Https://cityteam.volunteerhub.com If you have
volunteered with them before your account will come up.
If not you can Create an Account on the website, which is
easy to do. Children over 6 are welcome to come with an
adult and must also be registered there. If you see other
shifts you prefer please feel free to sign up for them. City
Team always welcomes new volunteers. If you need
assistance with any of this contact Helen Golden at:

Helengoldenl @gmail.com

Thank you for your willingness to serve!

CASSEROLES FOR ST. JOHN’S HOSPICE
“St. John’s Hospice” is a Catholic Social Services Shelter for men
located in Philadelphia, and Casseroles are what the men eat for
lunch and dinner. Casserole recipes and containers are
available in the Church vestibule, and in the rectory during
regular business hours. Prepared Casseroles can be dropped off
in the Rectory’s Basement freezer during business hours of
operation. Casseroles may also be dropped off at Cathy
Kenney’s house (in cooler by the front door). Please Call or
email Cathy in advance to arrange for drop off. 610-812-6018
cfkenney@verizon.net. Pickup can also be arranged.

CARING FOR FRIENDS (CFF)

"Caring for Friends" is a non-profit organization that provides
meals to the homebound. This ministry is a meal delivery
program in the five-county Philadelphia region. Volunteers
prepare meals in their homes for the needy.

Prepared meals should be dropped off in the Rectory’s Basement
freezer during business hours of operation. Use Rectory
Entrance off the back parking lot.

Meal tins are also located in the basement by the freezer and in
the Church vestibule. If you are interested in the ministry or have
any questions, please contact Cheryl Monkman (610)574-5541
or Jill Hoffner (610)733-1593.

ST. VINCENT de PAUL SOCIETY
If anyone is in need of assistance with utility
bills, or other bills, or in need of food, or, if you
know of someone who needs help, call 610-212-
4932 and someone from the St. Vincent will call you.
If you are in need of a ride to a doctor or test appointment,
please call the Rectory 610-543-0848 and someone from the
St. Vincent de Paul Society will call you back to coordinate
a ride for you.

THE DELCO CATHOLIC PARISH BOOK CLUB

T U BOOK
7 CLUB .

The Delco Catholic Parish Book Club will take a Christmas
break for December.

Our January meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, January
28 at 7:00pm in the Holy Cross Parish Center. If you would
like to join the meeting or would like more information,
please contact Terry Price at 610.506.6449 or via email

at termprice@verizon.net.

Our January reading: Angels and Saints — A Biblical Guide
to Friendship with God’s Holy Ones by Scott Hahn

SAVE THE DATE

Sufurdayy, Joessaryy 31, 2026

GET READY TO BEAT THE
WINTER BLUES!

BRUINS BASH

WITH LIVE MUSIC FROM

@2 OF Cp

OUTHERN
<G

HOSTED BY ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI
HOME & SCHOOL ASSOCIATION AND CYO

SFA CYO is the recipient of the United Way under the Honor
Option Plan. Your donation supports our activities for youth of our
parish. If you wish to support the CYO, please indicate:

CYO/ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI/SPRINGFIELD #7046 SFA CYO

e

Jesus, protect and save the unborn.

“PRO-LIFE” LINES”

Crisis Pregnancy Resource hotline: 610-626-4006.

Rachel’s Vineyard Post-Abortion healing: 877-HOPE-4-ME
www.rachelsvineyard.org.

A Baby’s Breath 24-hour hotline: 484-571-5540.
www.ababysbreath.org.

Amnion Pregnancy Care Center: 610-622-9957
Www.amnionpregnancycenter.com

Mother’s Home: 610-583-HOME, www.mothershome.org .
Pro-Life Union of Delaware County: 610-789-LIFE.
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GOD BLESS ALL WHO SERVE OUR COUNTRY

Season

Michael Armellini

Cale Amador John Michael Bartivic
Christopher Baxter ~ Colin Butler ~ Jonathan Butterfield
Davidson Cox Thomas Cresta Anthony DelVecchio
Timothy Drabyak Mike Froeter Owen Galligan
Kevin Geiger Jon Hylton Jacob Johnson

Aidan Jones Matthew Jones Matthew Kauffman
Connor Lyons Dan Marchini ~ Timothy McCanns
Shawn McConaghy  Bill McDermott ~ Emma McDonald
James McDonald Nicholas McDonald Michael McGarvey
Francis McGrail Daniel McLee Nicholas Peranteau
Stephen Peranteau Ronan Plummer Peter Quinn
Katherine Rieder Patrick J. Ryan, Jr. Joseph Spence
Chase Stewart Jesse Stewart Sean Sweeney
Skip Turner Weston Hayes Brendan Moerman
Let us pray for those who SERVE and PROTECT...

Dear Heavenly Father, we lift our sailors, soldiers, marines,
airmen, coast guard and families into Your loving care. Protect
our Nation from all that is evil. Guide our way through these
difficult times. We ask this through Christ Our Lord. Amen.

ANNUAL CEMETERY BLANKET/DOOR WREATH SALE
Holy Cross Knights of Columbus #15482 are holding their
annual sale ending on Sunday, 12/14. The price this year is
$36 per Blanket and/or Door Wreath. To order call/text Andy
Grajek at 610-761-9020 and leave your name, phone number
and the amount you are ordering. You can also contact us by
e-mail at andygra44@yahoo.com and we can send you a
form. Make checks payable to "Holy Cross K.O.C. #15482".
Mail checks to : Andy Grajek, 492 Indian Rock Dr,
Springfield, Pa 19064. Pay by Venmo is also available at :
Andy-Grajek-1. Blankets/Wreaths available for pick up on
Saturday, 12/20, 8am until 11am.

’
rve
ALL ARE INVITED!!! Come let your heart be soothed and
experience the peace and serenity of our Parish Holy Hour on

Wednesdays at 7pm in the Church. If you have questions or wish
to volunteer and help reach out, please contact Rob Longo
(Rob@LiveVertical.org) or Luke LeTourneau

(Luke@LiveVertical.org) or call 610-986-6660. For more info,
visit: www.livevertical.org

PROGRAM INFORMATION:
Saturday mornings 8:30AM
Beginning January 10, 2026
St. Francis of Assisi Church
(Basement)

SCHEDULE:

8:30-92:00 AM Coffee & Social
2:00-9:30 AM Video
9:30-10:00 Small group
discussions

REGISTRATION:

Scan the QR code to register!
Or call Jen Lorenz @
610-333-3011

ST FRANCIS PARISH MEN’S GROUP

Mens

Parish Men’s Group meets every Saturday morning virtually from
6:45~8:00AM to share the desire to follow Jesus more closely by
being better husbands, fathers, grandfathers, leaders,
followers, sons, and friends. All are welcome to join us!

Please call in at 6:45AM at 646-558-8656

Meeting ID: 738 611 2876 Passcode: 111501.

Our Lady, Queen of Peace Presidium Legion of Mary

\ Legion of Mary

The Saint Francis Chapter of the Legion of Mary (Our Lady,
Queen of Peace Praesidium) invites you to become an
active or auxiliary member of Mary’s Legion. Active
members attend a weekly meeting and commit to doing
two hours of work each week for Mary and her Son.
Auxiliary members pray the Legion prayers daily for the
intentions of our Blessed Mother. Our Legion meets on
Monday afternoons at 1:30 P.M. in the Rectory Chapel.
We invite you to join us to learn more about our work.

For information, call Gus McClay at 610-209- 0579.

FLAME‘
F LOVE

THE WMACULATE
HEART OF WARY J

Join us as we pray the Novena of the Flame of Love of the
Immaculate Heart of Mary Wednesdays at 1:30PM in Church.
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WEEKLY DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET
Please join us Wednesday mornings immediately
following the 8AM Mass in front of the Sacred Heart
statue in Church for the recitation of the Divine Mercy
Chaplet.

HOLY ROSARY
Please consider joining us at 7:30AM as we pray the Holy
Rosary Weekdays and Saturdays before the 8AM Mass
and Friday evenings at 7PM in Church.

The theme is “Come into My Eucharistic Presence and be
filled with the Fruits of Love and Mercy.” We are pleased to
have Bishop Joseph Coffey as our retreat director. Celebrate
Mass in the first Archdiocesan Shrine dedicated to Saint Carlo
Acutis, the first millennial saint of the youth. Conferences,
time for reconciliation, Stations of the Cross and Rosary will
be part of the weekend. The cost is $290 and a $75 deposit
minimum is requested to secure your spot. To register, call
610 644-0400 or visit www.malvernretreat.com.

ANNUAL OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE MASS AND
DINNER On Friday, December 12, 2025 the annual Our

@ RaiseRight

SCRIP sales are held in the gym from 9:30-11:00am every Sunday
(except holidays). If you have any questions,
contact Deb Peterson or Amy Foran at sfascripsales@gmail.com
call 484-432-1472 or: https://www.sfaschool.com/scrip/

Monday Morning Gatherings: “Jesus’ Healing Presence
in the Gospels” Monday, January 12, 26 (continued in
February). Presenter: Sister Marie Gipprich, [IHM. 9:30am -
12N. Stipend: $20.“What do you want me to do for you?”
This is a question Jesus asks of a blind man in Mark’s gospel.
This question and the man’s answer indicate, not only Jesus’
desire to help those who are suffering, but the need for people
(us) to reach out to God for healing of all kinds. We will
explore familiar stories about people in the gospels who have
encountered Jesus through physical healing and discuss the
implications of the results of those healings for them and for
us.

Movie With Meaning: “Finding Neverland”. Wednesday,
January 14. 12N lunch; 1PM movie. Stipend $20

This charming account of a period in the life of author J.M.
Barrie reveals the real relationships and events that served as
a basis for the author’s most iconic work, ‘“Peter Pan.” After
Barrie develops a platonic relationship with the widowed
Sylvia and her four sons, he is inspired to write a play about a
group of children who don’t want to grow up. The work
proves a hit and winds up bringing Barrie and the children
together in a way he had never expected. Starring Johnny
Depp and Kate Winslet.

Register by calling 610-581-0120 or email Sister Marie at
ihmconferencecenter@gmail.com

Lady of Guadalupe Dinner will be held at Springfield Country
Club after the 5:00 p.m. Mass at St. Pius X Church. This
dinner is sponsored by the St. Pius X Respect Life Committee
and the Knights of Columbus. The doors will open at 6:00
p-m. to allow people to attend the 5:00 p.m. Mass prior to the
dinner. There is no charge for this dinner. Donations,
however, are always accepted. Our speaker this year is Dr. Joe
Zalot, an ethicist who is the Director for The National
Catholic Bioethics Center. Please call John Williamson at
610-446-5600 or email him at jpw0077@gmail.com for
tickets, reservations and other information. All profits will be
used to save the lives of the unborn. All checks should be
made payable to SPXRL and mailed to John Williamson at
720 N. Eagle Road, Havertown, PA 19083. Priests, Sisters
and octogenarians, are never expected to donate.

Once again, we will have an ad book. We are only accepting
10 advertisers. Please contact John Williamson at
jpw0077@gmail.com for more information.

SPIRITUAL DIRECTION~COMPANIONS FOR THE
JOURNEY Spiritual Direction is the contemplative practice of
helping others to awaken to the mystery of God in their lives.
Even more so in these unprecedented times, our need for our
personal connection to God is vital.

The Spiritual Direction Ministry at the Daylesford Abbey in
Paoli, PA offers trained and experienced Spiritual Directors
for those seeking to revitalize their relationship with God and
for those who want to deepen their spiritual lives. In person,
virtual and phone meetings available. For more information
on how this ministry can enrich your life, contact Daylesford
Abbey at 610-647-2530 ext. 1020 or at
spiritualdirector@daylesford.org

JANUARY 23-25, 2026, HOLY SPIRIT RETREAT —
Malvern Retreat St Joseph in the Hills. The theme for 2026 is
“Come into My Eucharistic Presence and be filled with the
fruits of Love and Mercy.” To the Men of St Francis of
Assisi, have you ever considered attending a Malvern
Retreat, but never attended?? If you have, the Holy Spirit
Retreat may be the perfect opportunity for you and the Parish
School. Come join us January 23-25. The cost for the Retreat
is $290.00, and we will donate $100.00 to the St Francis
School Rebuild Project in your name. Email with any
questions. Carlo Borgia - cgb58@verizon.net .

WOMEN OF HOPE (formerly known as Dominican
Women) Retreat: March 20-22, 2026. Come to Malvern
Retreat House to renew and refresh, while strengthening your
relationship with our Lord. Take time and share in the
company of other women who seek more for their faith lives.

ADVERTISER OF THE WEEK
We salute the advertisers in our bulletin. This week we thank
AMERICAN RED CROSS

Someone Needs You! www.Redcross.org/Volunteer.com
Please consider using our advertisers’ services and tell them you saw their ad in our bulletin.

PRAYER FOR THE FEAST OF THE
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION

Eternal God, in your gracious providence, you chose
the Virgin Mary and her Immaculate Conception as a
witness to your plan of salvation. Let the fullness of
your grace bestowed upon Mary, enkindle in our hearts
the light of hope, so that we may share it with all we
meet. Let our lives be lives of gratitude, praise, and
service. May we be leaders of your lasting peace in our
Church and the world. We make this prayer through
Jesus your Son. Amen.
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Mark Stewart
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~
httpad/fsusancakley w.com CatholicMatch com datePA
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Mary Beale

Realtor/ Partshianer

484-431-2651
BERKSHIRE [
HATHAWAY e,

Ihsmaeriave
Fox b Moadh. REALTORS {\ -
wwi.marybeale.foxroach.com

EXPERTS IN:
Heating
Cooling

Plembing

Sewer
Electrical
Home Remodeling

484-477-4032
OliverHeatCool.com

+ American
%/ Red Cross

Someone Meeds You!
VOLUNTEER

and make a difference.

Geowenm's

Appliance Repall
Refrigerator « Dishwasher
Washer « Dryer
Cooktop/Stove's Oven

610-507-1 574

WWW.gr

Join &Ja’: redcross.org/Volunteer

463 W. Sproul Road
Springfield, PA 19064
/umq!
PH1 (610) 543-07¢
b A . e L_, !QIII H: (610) 543-0700
g springfieldrehabhc.com

Tinancial Solutions, Ino. ¢

Brendon C. Murphy CLTC*

Retirement Planning - Extended Care Experts
Life Insurance « Union & Teacher Pension Spedialists

610-247-2320 - 8murphy@Mycfsi com

McGARRIGLE’S
AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

Complete Car Care Center
Free Pick Up & Delivery ¢ 24 Hour Towing
(610) 604-4900

23 E. Woodland Avenue, Springfield, PA 19064
175 St Francas of Assast, Speingfield, PA (B)

HARDSCAPING
CENTER
Do-It Yourselfers
Welcome!

Walls

« EP Henry Pavers &

. lmnlr;wne Flugslooeb
* Traditional Clay Brick & Pavers
* Naso les & Tools

* Decorative pe stones

GALANTING

* MASONRY PRODUCTS
* NATURAL STONE
* LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES

725 OLD MARPLE RD.
SPRINGFIELD, PA 19064

610-544-2586
WWW.GALANTINO.COM

John Patrick Publishing Company « 1-800-333-3166 (www.jppc.net)



