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For Information regarding Upcoming 

Funerals & Services, 

Please visit our Parish Website at 

www.sfaparish.org  

and click on… 
 

 

 
 

Interested in having your child 

Baptized here at St. Francis?  

Please contact Joan Curtis at the 

Rectory 610-543-0848 or email us at: 

BaptismsSFA@gmail.com 

 
To inquire about scheduling your Wedding 

Ceremony here at St. Francis,  

please contact our Parish Wedding 

Assistant, Joan Kane at 

ParishWeddingsSFA@gmail.com 
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The fourth SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 
Sunday, December 21, 2025 

7:30AM Deceased Member of the Alessi 

And Salladino Families 

9:30AM Janet Brunone 

11:30AM Marie & Pat Amato 

And Marie & Bill Robinson 

Monday, December 22, 2025 

8:00AM Janet Brunone 

Tuesday, December 23, 2025 

8:00AM Mary P. Price 

Wednesday, December 24, 2025 

8:00AM Nancy Curtis (8th Ann.) 

4:00PM Church Mass 

4:00PM Leonard Hall Mass 

7:30PM Vigil Mass 

Nativity of the Lord, December 25, 2025 

7:30AM, 9:30AM and 11:30AM 

Friday, December 26, 2025 

8:00AM Guiseppe and Olga Dragonetti 

Saturday, December 27, 2025 

8:00AM Bill Heider (10th Ann.) 

3:00PM Confessions 

4:00PM Rita Conboy (25th Ann.) and 

Tullia Conboy (18th Ann.) 

Sunday, December 28, 2025 

7:30AM Brayden Chandler 

9:30AM Kay Bratta 

11:30AM Francis L. Donnelly 
 

 

†REMEMBER ALL THOSE WHO HAVE DIED†   

Especially Al Randazzo 
May they rest in God’s peace and may their families be comforted. 

 

 

         MEMORIAL FOR DECEMBER  

Bread and Wine 

The Hoagland and Debany Families 

 

 
 

THE SANCTUARY CANDLE 

This candle burns to remind us of the sacramental 

presence of Jesus Christ. For the week of December  

21st, the candle will burn in memory of Thomas and  

           Nancy Curtis as requested by Joan Curtis. 

St. Francis of Assisi Church 
2025 – CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE – 2026 

 
CHRISTMAS LITURGIES 

Christmas Eve: Wednesday, December 24th,  

*4:00PM (Church) 

*4:00PM Mass in Church will be live streamed 

https://www.facebook.com/sfaspringfield/ 

4:00PM (Leonard Hall) 

7:15PM Christmas Music prior to Mass in Church 

7:30PM Solemn Christmas Vigil Mass 

Christmas Day, Thursday, December 25th,  

MASSES: 7:30AM, 9:30AM & 11:30AM 
 

 
Christine Barlam, Emily Belfie, Gerald Berry, Natalie Berry,  

Jeannie Brattini, Peggy Burke, Joe Calabrese, Jack Coleman,  

Kathleen Coleman, Andrew Colona, Michael Costa, Tommy  

Debany, Thomas DeVito, Maria DiGiacinto, Dina  

DiSilvestro, Anthony Fatica, Ann Farren, Evan Farrington,  

Dennis Fiore, Daniel Flood, Marie Florio, Ron Fraatz, Kevin  

Fries, Kathy Fritz, Steve Gaal, Joseph P. Giuffre, Jr., Deacon  

Joe Gousie, Joe Gowen, Lincoln Hanson, 6-month-old Evelyn  

Hillier, Jan Hoagland, Lauren Holden, Daniel Joy, Cathy  

Klingensmith, Arthur LeTourneau, Ann Lowry, Brian  

Marandola, Joe Mastalski, Denise McCoach, Shealyn  

Mencel, The Milligan Family, 15 y/o Ethan Monroe, Donna  

Patton, Donna Pawloski, Jack Redding, Inger Sexton, Betty  

Sgrignoli, Chris Strawley, Peggy Taggart, Rosemarie  

Weisenbach, and Tom Zane. 
               For Our St. Francis of Assisi Parish Community 

 

SFA CYO is the recipient of the United Way under the Honor 

Option Plan. Your donation supports our activities for youth of our 

parish. If you wish to support the CYO, please indicate:  
CYO/ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI/SPRINGFIELD #7046 SFA CYO 

 

CHRISTMAS CHURCH DECORATING 
We extend an invitation to all men, women and teens to come  

and help decorate St. Francis Church for  

Christmas.  We will gather in Church on  

Sunday, December 21st,  after the  

11:30AM Mass.  The entire project will take  

a couple of hours.  Come and help make your  

Church beautiful and festive for the great  

feast of Our Lord’s birth!  All are welcome!   

All are needed! 
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BREAKING OPEN THE WORD 

fourth Sunday of Advent – December 21, 2025 

 

Isaiah 7: 10-14 

In a time of national and political crisis, Judah’s king Ahaz  

was having a crisis of faith.  Isaiah offered him a sign of  

assurance that God would protect his people from invasion.   

The king pretended it was a virtue to say no, surely it would  

be wrong to test God, But God wanted to confirm the divine  

promises.  God chose to do so through the birth of a child. 

When have you received a sign from God in which his saving  

presence was abundantly manifest.  Share that experience  

with someone to uplift their faith. 

Romans 1: 1-7 

“…who are called to belong to Jesus Christ…” How have you  

answered the call to belong to Jesus Christ? 

Matthew 1: 18-24 

How do you approach God with a pure heart amid the chaos  

of this busy pre-Christmas season?  Joseph teaches us to focus  

on what truly matters.  He obeyed the message from the angel  

and took Mary as his wife. Focus on what truly matters. 
 

 

SAINT FRANCIS OVER 50 CLUB 

 
There is NO MEETING ON DECEMBER 25TH. 

The next meeting is January 8th. We will be entertained by 

“JT.” 

Casino Trips:  Resorts Casino 1/7, 2/11 & 3/11. Cost is $35  

with  return of $15 in slot play. Bus leaves at 10am from the  

St. Kevin parking lot (200 W. Sproul Road). Park in spaces  

adjacent to the Springfield Country Club. Call Joe Gowen at  

610-739-8146.  

Membership to our Club is open to the entire community.  

Anyone who is 50 years of age or older may join the Club  

regardless of sex, religion, or race. For Membership info,  

call Cathy Randazzo at 610-389-5225. 

 

 

 

ST. FRANCIS IN ACTION!! 
St. Francis of Assisi Parish in Springfield PA seeks to emulate 

our patron saint in service to others.  We seek to encounter 

people in need through a variety of offerings that provide us with 

the opportunity to be Christ like and to meet Christ in those we 

serve. 

 
 

 

CASSEROLES FOR ST. JOHN’S HOSPICE 
“St. John’s Hospice” is a Catholic Social Services Shelter for men 
located in Philadelphia, and Casseroles are what the men eat for 
lunch and dinner.  Casserole recipes and containers are 
available in the Church vestibule, and in the rectory during 
regular business hours. Prepared Casseroles can be dropped off 
in the Rectory’s Basement freezer during business hours of 
operation. Casseroles may also be dropped off at Cathy 
Kenney’s house (in cooler by the front door). Please Call or 
email Cathy in advance to arrange for drop off.  610-812-6018 
cfkenney@verizon.net.  Pickup can also be arranged.   

 

CARING FOR FRIENDS (CFF) 
"Caring for Friends" is a non-profit organization that provides  
meals to the homebound. This ministry is a meal delivery  
program in the five-county Philadelphia region. Volunteers  
prepare meals in their homes for the needy.  
Prepared meals should be dropped off in the Rectory’s Basement 
freezer during business hours of operation. Use Rectory 
Entrance off the back parking lot. 
Meal tins are also located in the basement by the freezer and in 
the Church vestibule. If you are interested in the ministry or have 
any questions, please contact Cheryl Monkman (610)574-5541 
or Jill Hoffner (610)733-1593. 

MARY MOTHER OF CAPTIVES 
A Support Group for those coping with a loved one in prison. 
Meetings are held on the 2nd Thursday of each month at St. 
Charles Borromeo Church Hall, 3422 Dennison Avenue, Drexel 
Hill, Pa 19026. Attendees remain confidential. For more 
information, please call John or Sue at 610-259-3178 or email: 
marymotherofcaptives@augustinian.org.  
Visit the Imprisoned. Become a Pen Pal…In prison, sometimes 
the only contact with the outside world is in the form of letters. 
Pen Pal writers are needed to write to the poorest of the poor. 
For more info, call John or Sue at 610-259-3178 or email: 
marymotherofcaptives@augustinian.org.  
 

 

 

 

ST. VINCENT de PAUL SOCIETY 
If anyone is in need of assistance with 

utility bills, or other bills, or in need of 

food, or, if you know of someone who 

needs help, call 610-212-4932 and someone 

from the St. Vincent will call you. 

If you are in need of a ride to a doctor or test appointment, 

please call the Rectory 610-543-0848 and someone from the 

St. Vincent de Paul Society will call you back to coordinate 

a ride for you.  
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THE DELCO CATHOLIC PARISH BOOK CLUB 

 
The Delco Catholic Parish Book Club will take a Christmas  

break for December. 

Our January meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, January  

28th at 7:00pm in the Holy Cross Parish Center. If you would  

like to join the meeting or would like more information,  

please contact Terry Price at 610.506.6449 or via email  

at termprice@verizon.net. 

Our January reading: Angels and Saints – A Biblical Guide  

to Friendship with God’s Holy Ones by Scott Hahn  

 

ST. FRANCIS PLAYERS ANNOUNCE AUDITIONS 

FOR DISNEY’S THE LITTLE MERMAID! 

 
The St. Francis Players are pleased to announce our 2026  

production will be Disney’s The Little Mermaid! 

Performances to be held April 17, 18, and 19 as well as  

April 24, 25 and 26.  

Sign-ups and auditions for adults (9th grade and older) will  

be held in early January. Children’s chorus (Grade 1-8) or  

anyone interested in other volunteer opportunities need only  

to register.  Please visit our website for more details-  

www.stfrancisplayers.org 

 

 
 

 

 

GOD BLESS ALL WHO SERVE OUR COUNTRY 

 
Michael Armellini        Cale Amador   John Michael Bartivic 

Christopher Baxter       Colin Butler       Jonathan Butterfield 

Davidson Cox        Thomas Cresta   Anthony DelVecchio 

Timothy Drabyak          Mike Froeter              Owen Galligan 

Kevin Geiger             Jon Hylton               Jacob Johnson 

Aidan Jones         Matthew Jones     Matthew Kauffman 

Connor Lyons           Dan Marchini      Timothy McCanns 

Shawn McConaghy     Bill McDermott       Emma McDonald 

James McDonald    Nicholas McDonald  Michael McGarvey 

Francis McGrail            Daniel McLee     Nicholas Peranteau 

Stephen Peranteau        Ronan Plummer              Peter Quinn 

Katherine Rieder        Patrick J. Ryan, Jr.        Joseph Spence 

Chase Stewart           Jesse Stewart   Sean Sweeney 

Skip Turner         Weston Hayes       Brendan Moerman 
Let us pray for those who SERVE and PROTECT… 

Dear Heavenly Father, we lift our sailors, soldiers, marines, 

airmen, coast guard and families into Your loving care. Protect 

our Nation from all that is evil. Guide our way through these 

difficult times. We ask this through Christ Our Lord. Amen. 

 

 
ALL ARE INVITED!!! Come let your heart be soothed and  
experience the peace and serenity of our Parish Holy Hour on  
Wednesdays at 7pm in the Church. If you have questions or wish 
to volunteer and help reach out, please contact Rob Longo 
(Rob@LiveVertical.org) or Luke LeTourneau  
(Luke@LiveVertical.org) or call 610-986-6660. For more info, 
visit:  www.livevertical.org  

 

ST FRANCIS PARISH MEN’S GROUP 

 
Parish Men’s Group meets every Saturday morning virtually from  
6:45~8:00AM to share the desire to follow Jesus more closely by  
being better husbands, fathers, grandfathers, leaders,  
followers, sons, and friends. All are welcome to join us! Please  
call in at 6:45AM at 646-558-8656 Meeting ID: 738 611 2876  
Passcode: 111501.   
 

 HOPE IN CHRIST:  

SPIRITUAL SUPPORT FOR ADDICTIONS 

Seeking solace and spiritual support in the journey towards r 

recovery? Many local parishes are offering ways to experience  

Christ’s extended hand of love and mercy in your time of need.  

Find Catholic resources for addiction for you or your loved one at  

www.archphila.org/hope 

Also available for support is Faith-based drug rehab website: 

www.AddictionCenter.com/Treatment/Faith-Based-Drug-and-

Alcohol-Rehab 
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Our Lady, Queen of Peace Presidium Legion of Mary 

 
The Saint Francis Chapter of the Legion of Mary (Our Lady,  
Queen of Peace Praesidium) invites you to become an active or  
auxiliary member of Mary’s Legion. Active members attend a  
weekly meeting and commit to doing two hours of work each  
week for Mary and her Son.  Auxiliary members pray the Legion  
prayers daily for the intentions of our Blessed Mother.  
Our Legion meets on Monday afternoons at 1:30 P.M. in the  
Rectory Chapel.   
We invite you to join us to learn more about our work.   
For information, call Gus McClay at 610-209- 0579.  

 

 
Join us as we pray the Novena of the Flame of Love of the  
Immaculate Heart of Mary Wednesdays at 1:30PM in Church.   

 
 

WEEKLY DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET 

Please join us Wednesday mornings immediately 
following the 8AM Mass in front of the Sacred Heart 
statue in Church for the recitation of the Divine Mercy 
Chaplet. 

 

HOLY ROSARY 

Please consider joining us at 7:30AM as we pray the Holy 
Rosary Weekdays and Saturdays before the 8AM Mass 
and Friday evenings at 7PM in Church. 
 

 
SCRIP sales are held in the gym from 9:30–11:00am every Sunday  

(except holidays). If you have any questions, 
 please contact Deb Peterson or Amy Foran 

at sfascripsales@gmail.com  
call 484-432-1472 or: https://www.sfaschool.com/scrip/  

 

IHM Conference Center 

401 S. Bryn Mawr Avenue 

Bryn Mawr, PA 19010 
 

Monday Morning Gatherings: “Jesus’ Healing Presence  

in the Gospels” Monday, January 12, 26 (continued in  

February). Presenter:  Sister Marie Gipprich, IHM. 9:30am - 

12N. Stipend:  $20. “What do you want me to do for you?”  

This is a question Jesus asks of a blind man in Mark’s gospel.  

This question and the man’s answer indicate, not only Jesus’  

desire to help those who are suffering, but the need for people  

(us) to reach out to God for healing of all kinds.   

Movie With Meaning: “Finding Neverland.” Wednesday,  

January 14. 12N lunch; 1PM movie. Stipend $20 

This charming account of a period in the life of author J.M.  

Barrie reveals the real relationships and events that served as  

a basis for the author’s most iconic work, “Peter Pan.”  After  

Barrie develops a platonic relationship with the widowed  

Sylvia and her four sons, he is inspired to write a play about a  

group of children who don’t want to grow up. Starring Johnny  

Depp and Kate Winslet 

Please register by calling 610-581-0120 or email Sister  

Marie at ihmconferencecenter@gmail.com  
 

 

Opportunities at St. Raphaela Center 

616 Coopertown Rd | Haverford, PA 

www.straphaelacenter.org 

Women's Weekend: Wise Women Journey in Hope 

January 9-11, 2026, facilitated by Linda Robinson and Oanh  

Vo, aci. Before the magi arrived, wise women were already  

present, traveling to tend to a laboring mother and then to her  

newborn son. Their gifts were simple yet practical- water,  

blankets, nourishment. The magi, under the guidance of a star,  

arrived after the birth, bringing gifts intended for a royal ruler.  

All journeyed in hope- for the life of a new son of Israel and  

for a future king. Even in today’s troubled world, wise women  

journey in hope. 

Registration: Website: www.st.raphaelacenter.org  Phone:  

610-642-5715. Email: info@straphaelacenter.org 
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“PRO-LIFE” LINES” 

Crisis Pregnancy Resource hotline: 610-626-4006. 

Rachel’s Vineyard Post-Abortion healing: 877-HOPE-4-ME 

www.rachelsvineyard.org.  
A Baby’s Breath 24-hour hotline: 484-571-5540.   

www.ababysbreath.org. 

Amnion Pregnancy Care Center: 610-622-9957 
 www.amnionpregnancycenter.com 

Mother’s Home: 610-583-HOME, www.mothershome.org . 
Pro-Life Union of Delaware County: 610-789-LIFE.  

 

Winter Directed Retreat Weekend: January 9-11, 2026  

This is a wonderful opportunity to tap into the peace of God  

during the stillness of winter. Spend a weekend in silence and  

tranquility to listen more deeply to the quiet voice of God that  

speaks to each of our hearts. Our experienced spiritual  

directors on staff will accompany you throughout this  

privileged time of retreat in the Ignatian spirit. Come away to  

be renewed and refreshed in the abundant love of God. 

Registration: Website: www.st.raphaelacenter.org 

Phone: 610-642-5715  Email: info@straphaelacenter.org 

JANUARY 23-25, 2026,  HOLY SPIRIT RETREAT –  

Malvern Retreat St Joseph in the Hills. The theme for 2026 is  

“Come into My Eucharistic Presence and be filled with the  

fruits of Love and Mercy.” To the Men of St Francis of  

Assisi,  have you ever considered attending a Malvern  

Retreat, but never attended?? If you have, the Holy Spirit  

Retreat may be the perfect opportunity for you and the Parish  

School. Come join us January 23-25. The cost for the Retreat  

is $290.00, and we will donate $100.00 to the St Francis  

School Rebuild Project in your name. Email with any  

questions.   Carlo Borgia  -  cgb58@verizon.net  . 

WOMEN OF HOPE (formerly known as Dominican  

Women) Retreat: March 20-22, 2026. Come to Malvern  

Retreat House to renew and refresh, while strengthening your  

relationship with our Lord.  Take time and share in the  

company of other women who seek more for their faith lives.  

The theme is “Come into My Eucharistic Presence and be  

filled with the Fruits of Love and Mercy.” We are pleased to  

have Bishop Joseph Coffey as our retreat director. Celebrate  

Mass in the first Archdiocesan Shrine dedicated to Saint Carlo  

Acutis, the first millennial saint of the youth. Conferences,  

time for reconciliation, Stations of the Cross and Rosary will  

be part of the weekend. The cost is $290 and a $75 deposit  

minimum is requested to secure your spot. To register,  

call 610 644-0400 or visit www.malvernretreat.com.  

SPIRITUAL DIRECTION~COMPANIONS FOR THE  

JOURNEY Spiritual Direction is the contemplative practice  

of helping others to awaken to the mystery of God in their  

lives. Even more so in these unprecedented times, our need  

for our personal connection to God is vital.  

The Spiritual Direction Ministry at the Daylesford Abbey in  

Paoli, PA offers trained and experienced Spiritual Directors  

for those seeking to revitalize their relationship with God and  

for those who want to deepen their spiritual lives. In person,  

virtual and phone meetings are available. For more  

information on how this ministry can enrich your life, contact  

Daylesford Abbey at 610-647-2530 ext. 1020 or at  

spiritualdirector@daylesford.org  

RETROUVAILLE:  REDISCOVER THE LOVE IN 

YOUR MARRIAGE  

Tens of thousands of couples have healed their marriages  

through Retrouvaille (pronounced Retro-vy).  If you know  

anyone who could benefit from this program, please pass this  

on.  Couples learn to build communication skills and to  

increase intimacy.  It provides help for marriage problems,  

difficulties or crises.  The next program begins the weekend  

of February 6-8, 2026, at the Family Life Center in Malvern,  

PA.  For more information, or to register, call 215-766-3944  

or visit www.MarriageHelpDelVal.org.  All inquiries are  

strictly confidential. 

 
ADVERTISER OF THE WEEK 

We salute the advertisers in our bulletin. This week we thank 

WALSH CO., INC. 

Plumbing-Heating-Air Cond. Serving the Parish since 1959 

610-623-2789 
Please consider using our advertisers’ services and  

tell them you saw their ad in our bulletin. 

 

OF CHRISTMAS JOY 
                              by Gregory M. Lousignont, Ph.D.  

'Tis the time of the season when the question seems to  

always be the same Where did this year go?  We take so  

much for granted, it's truly a shame  

Bureaucrats find excuses to claim we must keep religion and  

government apart  

But, it is us dear friends, that will not let the true meaning of  

Christmas be torn from our heart  

It is not about Santa, or Elves, Sugar Plums, Sleighs, Candy  

Canes or Snow  

It is about the little Baby Jesus born to Mary and Joseph in a 

stable so very long ago  

He came to show us love and how we should treat one  

another  

His sacrifice was divine, to save us from our sins there could  

be no other  

This Christmas, as we look around our home with all the  

decorations of the season  

We should pause and remember every decoration has a  

meaning — they have a reason  

The Christmas tree so joyful with lights, tinsel and  

ornaments galore  

It symbolizes the tree upon which the Divine Sacrifice was  

made and the thorny crown that HE wore  

The angel or star which adorns the treetop is a tradition we  

still keep  

It is to commemorate what did appear to shepherds in fields  

tending their sheep  

The brightly wrapped presents we give, that have been  

arranged neatly under the tree  

They represent the gifts of Gold, Incense, and Myrrh the  

Wisemen brought, remember? There were three  

So, this Christmas morning as we gather around the tree to  

share our Christmas love  

Please remember to send some heaven's way to honor the  

Baby Jesus who now reigns from high above  

Merry Christmas to all and may the Baby Jesus smile  

sweetly upon you and those you love. 
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